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Airmen recount tough decisions, fear leading up to Iranian missile strike 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

With little advanced warning of an Ira¬ 
nian ballistic missile attack in early Janu¬ 
ary, commanders at al Asad Air Base in 
Iraq had to decide who would stay — pos¬ 
sibly to die — and who would be evacuated 


to carry on operations, a new Air Force 
report shows. 

“I watched as commanders made life 
or death decisions based on little infor¬ 
mation and a whole lot of gut,” said Capt. 
Adella Ramos, a flight commander and 
one of dozens of airmen whose firsthand 
accounts of the night of Jan. 7 into Jan. 8 


were included in the 36-page report re¬ 
leased Tuesday by U.S. Air Forces Cen¬ 
tral Command. 

No Americans died in the strikes, which 
hit al Asad and an air base in Irbil, the cap¬ 
ital of northern Iraq’s Kurdish region, but 
more than 100 suffered brain injuries. 

SEE STRIKE ON PAGE 3 


U.S. soldiers and journalists inspect the 
site of an Iranian bombing at al Asad Air 
Base in Anbar, Iraq, on Jan. 13. 

■ Trump tweets he's 
ordered Navy to destroy 
Iranian gunboats Page 3 


First US service member to get coronavirus wasn’t scared until wife, toddler got infected 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP CARROLL, South Korea 
— Army Spc. Deontae Chappel, the 
first U.S. service member to test 
positive for the coronavirus, was 
“shocked” but not overly worried 
when he found out he had the respi¬ 
ratory disease in late February. 

But then the 23-year-old network 
systems clerk learned his wife and 



Chappel 


toddler also had been infected and 
would be joining him in a hospital 
isolation unit on Camp Humphreys, 
the main U.S. military base in South 
Korea. 

“The saddest thing throughout the 
entire process was knowing that my 
wife and daughter caught it. If it was 
just me, I would say, ‘OK I’m going 
to prevail,’” Chappel said Tuesday 
in his first interview since being dis¬ 
charged from medical care. 


“But hearing my wife and daughter 
have it, that’s when it got surreal for 
me and a little scary,” he told Stars 
and Stripes. 

Chappel, who is assigned to Mate¬ 
riel Support Command - Korea under 
the 19th Expeditionary Sustain¬ 
ment Command, and his family were 
cleared of the virus on April 15, end¬ 
ing a nearly two-month ordeal. 

During the interview, he confirmed 
for the first time that his lVi-year-old 


daughter Alaina also tested positive. 

He said she never exhibited any 
symptoms and “was just as happy and 
playful as usual throughout the whole 
situation.” 

“We were in the exact same room 
since we all tested positive; there 
was no need to separate us at all,” he 
said. 

USFK previously declined to dis¬ 
close the child’s condition, saying 

SEE FIRST ON PAGE 8 
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Chipotle agrees to $25M fine over tainted food 


Associated. Press 

LOS ANGELES — Chipotle 
Mexican Grill Inc. agreed Tues¬ 
day to pay a record $25 million 
fine to resolve criminal charges 
that it served tainted food that 
sickened more than 1,100 people 
in the U.S. in outbreaks from 2015 
to 2018 and sent sales plunging. 

The fast food company was 
charged in Los Angeles federal 
court with two counts of violating 
the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act 
by serving adulterated food that 


caused four outbreaks of norovi- 
rus, which causes diarrhea, vom¬ 
iting and abdominal cramps, and 
a food poisoning incident. 

The company admitted that 
poor safety practices, such as not 
keeping food at proper tempera¬ 
tures to prevent pathogen growth, 
sickened customers in Los An¬ 
geles and nearby Simi Valley, as 
well as Boston, Sterling, Va., and 
Powell, Ohio. 

The string of outbreaks, which 
began in August 2015 in Simi Val¬ 
ley, came about two months before 


an E. coli outbreak at Chipotle 
spread to multiple states that tem¬ 
porarily closed dozens of restau¬ 
rants and hurt sales as other food 
scares emerged. The criminal 
case was not related to E. coli. 

The Newport Beach, Calif.- 
based company entered into a 
deferred prosecution agreement 
that will allow it to avoid convic¬ 
tion by continuing to improve its 
food safety program, following 
other rules and paying the record¬ 
setting fine for a food safety case, 
federal prosecutors said. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 23).$1.06 

Dollar buys (April 23).€0.8963 

British pound (April 23).$1.21 

Japanese yen (April 23).105.00 

South Korean won (April 23).1,205.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 0.3782 

British pound.$1.2325 
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Switzerland (Franc). 0.9694 

Thailand (Baht).32.34 

Turkey (Lira). 6.9961 

(Military exchange rates are those 
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for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Trump orders 
Navy to destroy 
Iranian gunboats 



U.S. troops stand at a spot hit by an Iranian attack on al Asad Air Base, in Anbar, Iraq. 

Strike: ‘Ground shook with a force impossible 
to put into words’ during attack on base in Iraq 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

U.S. officials have said that they 
believed the attacks were intend¬ 
ed to cause maximum casualties 
and damage, and the military 
has since deployed Patriot mis¬ 
sile batteries to both locations to 
shoot down incoming missiles. 

Warnings that the retaliatory 
strike was imminent came four 
days after a U.S. drone strike 
killed Iran’s Qassem Soleimani, 
an influential general, along with 
the head of an Iran-backed Iraqi 
militia outside Baghdad’s inter¬ 
national airport on Jan. 3. The 
intelligence, which came at about 
8 p.m., said an “attack window” 
was expected from 11 p.m. to 1:30 
a.m., some airmen recalled. 

The 160-member 443rd Air Ex¬ 
peditionary Squadron at al Asad 
was split in half, with 80 sent to 
safety, recounted squadron com¬ 
mander Lt. Col. Staci Coleman. 

“I was being forced to gamble 
with my members’ lives by some¬ 
thing I couldn’t control,” Coleman 
said. “I honestly thought anyone 
remaining behind would perish 
... and it made me feel sick and 
helpless.” 

The accounts detail the tough 
decisions leaders had to make in 


the hours before the first volley 
struck, and how they endured the 
fear and uncertainty as they hun¬ 
kered down in bunkers or looked 
around the base for casualties 
and damage. 

Several turned to their reli¬ 
gious faith, thought of family and 
sought comfort from their friends 
in what they feared were their 
last moments. 

At bases elsewhere, some air¬ 
men scrambled to evacuate per¬ 
sonnel minutes before the alert 
announced “incoming,” while 
others maneuvered some 20 heli¬ 
copters onto a landing zone “like 
jigsaw pieces” as the aircraft fer¬ 
ried evacuees to safety. 

Coleman was settled into a 
bunker at al Asad when the first 
of several volleys hit. 

“The ground shook with a force 
impossible to put into words,” she 
recalled. “The blast waves could 
be felt throughout the entire 
body.” 

After the third wave, she was 
sure they’d live, if the bunker 
didn’t take a direct hit, but she re¬ 
mained concerned about airmen 
outside the bunker and an airfield 
operations team in a separate 
bunker. 


The first missile struck about 
100 meters from a team of secu¬ 
rity forces airmen, one account 
said. More “lit up the night sky 
with every impact.” At one point, 
the team helped a group of sol¬ 
diers escape from a damaged 
guard tower where flames were 
blocking the entrance. 

The squadron’s director of op¬ 
erations, Maj. Johnathan Jordan, 
tried to reassure the airmen with 
him who had been evacuated from 
the base. He cracked jokes and 
talked though their “anger of not 
being with those we left behind,” 
while he internally wrestled with 
the possibility of having to iden¬ 
tify the bodies of friends and lay 
them to rest. 

Eventually, back at al Asad, a 
knock came at the door of Cole¬ 
man’s bunker and security forces 
airmen reported no casualties 
— “a miracle,” she said. 

An unnamed security forces 
airman recalled looking at the 
fire from the damage and laugh¬ 
ing in disbelief that everyone had 
survived. 

“I have never been so happy to 
see the sunrise,” he recalled. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Associated Press 

President Donald Trump said 
Wednesday that he has ordered 
the Navy to “shoot down and de¬ 
stroy” any Iranian gunboats that 
harass U.S. ships, a directive that 
comes a week after the Navy re¬ 
ported that a group of Iranian 
boats made “dangerous and ha¬ 
rassing approaches” to American 
vessels in the Persian Gulf. 

Trump did not cite a specific 
Iranian provocation in his tweet 
or provide details. Senior Penta¬ 
gon officials gave no indication 
that Trump had directed a funda¬ 
mental change in military policy 
on Iran. 

“The president issued an im¬ 
portant warning to the Iranians,” 
David Norquist, the deputy secre¬ 
tary of defense, said at a Penta¬ 
gon news conference when asked 
about the tweet. “What he was 
emphasizing is, all of our ships 
retain the right of self-defense.” 
He called the tweet “a very use¬ 
ful thing.” 

Air Force Gen. John Hyten, 
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, said that he thinks the 
Iranians understand what Trump 
meant. He said the Navy also un¬ 
derstands that if an Iranian on a 
gunboat “has a gun and you point 
it at me,” that can be interpreted 
as an expression of hostile intent 
that may be answered with U.S. 
force. 

In the tweet, Trump said, “I 
have instructed the United States 
Navy to shoot down and destroy 
any and all Iranian gunboats if 
they harass our ships at sea.” 

Asked whether the tweet means 
that a repeat of last week’s inci¬ 
dent in the Gulf would require a 
lethal U.S. response, Hyten said, 
“I would have to be the captain of 
the ship in order to make that de¬ 
termination.” Hyten said that the 
nature of the response “depends 
on the situation and what the cap¬ 
tain sees.” 

Last Wednesday, the U.S. Navy 


said that Revolutionary Guard 
vessels repeatedly crossed the 
bows and sterns of several Amer¬ 
ican ships at close range and 
high speed in the northern Gulf. 
The American vessels included 
the USS Paul Hamilton, a Navy 
destroyer and the USS Lewis B. 
Puller, a ship that serves as an 
afloat landing base. The ships 
were operating with U.S. Army 
Apache attack helicopters in in¬ 
ternational waters, the statement 
said. 

Gen. Abolfazl Shekarchi, a 
spokesman for Iran’s armed 
forces, accused Trump of “bully¬ 
ing” and said that the American 
president should focus on taking 
care of U.S. service members 
infected with the coronavirus. 
The U.S. military had more than 
2,600 confirmed cases of corona- 
virus as of last week, and at least 
two service members have suc¬ 
cumbed to COVID-19, the disease 
the virus causes. 

“Today, Americans must do 
their best to save those troops 
who are infected with coronavi¬ 
rus instead of bullying others,” 
Shekarchi said, according to 
Iran’s semi-official news agency 
ISNA. 

Shortly before Trump’s tweet, 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
said that it had put the Islamic 
Republic’s first military satellite 
into orbit, dramatically unveiling 
what experts described as a se¬ 
cret space program. That launch 
raised concerns among experts 
about whether the technology 
could be used to help Iran devel¬ 
op intercontinental ballistic mis¬ 
siles. It currently has short- and 
intermediate-range missiles. 

Hyten told reporters that the 
Iranian payload “went a very long 
way.” He said that it was too early 
to say whether the launch had 
successfully placed a satellite in 
orbit. “This is just another exam¬ 
ple of Iranian malign behavior,” 
Hyten said. 


Suspected head of ISIS shadow court arrested in Afghanistan 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A 
senior member of the Islamic 
State’s Afghanistan affiliate has 
been arrested, the latest high- 
profile member of the group to 
be detained this month, local of¬ 
ficials said Wednesday. 

Muneeb, a fighter with several 
aliases, was captured by forces 
of the National Directorate of Se¬ 
curity, the country’s main intelli¬ 
gence agency said in a statement. 


The Pakistani national, a for¬ 
mer al- Qaida member who shifted 
allegiance to Islamic State - Kho- 
rasan Province, was a member 
of ISIS-K’s central council and 
headed its shadow court, Afghan 
officials said. 

In a recorded confession re¬ 
leased by the NDS, a man who 
said he’s Muneeb also admitted 
to working to strengthen ties be¬ 
tween ISIS-K and other terrorist 
groups. 

NDS officials would not say 


exactly when and where Muneeb 
was captured. 

The arrest came less than three 
weeks after the NDS announced 
that it had arrested ISIS-K leader 
Abdullah Orakzai and over 12 
other militants from the group. 

Sustained American airstrikes, 
security forces operations and 
fighting between ISIS-K and the 
Taliban led to the surrenders of 
roughly 300 ISIS-K fighters in 
the final months of 2019. In Janu¬ 
ary, the U.S. military said in a 


report that the group’s stronghold 
in eastern Nangarhar province 
was “dismantled.” 

Still, ISIS-K continues to claim 
attacks throughout the country, 
such as when gunmen stormed a 
Sikh temple in Kabul’s old town 
on March 25, killing over two 
dozen people. 

That attack came less than 
a week after an ISIS-K fighter 
fired rockets at Bagram Airfield, 
the largest American base in the 
country and a hub for the U.S.-led 


coalition. The rockets were shot 
down without causing injuries or 
damage to the base, coalition and 
local officials said. 

The U.S. military estimated that 
between 2,000 and 2,500 ISIS-K 
fighters remain active in Afghan¬ 
istan, according to the latest data 
from the Special Inspector Gen¬ 
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruc¬ 
tion released in January. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 

wellman.philip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
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Navy warships sail near South China Sea hotspot 



Jonathan Berlier/U.S. Navy 


A Marine Corps F-35B Lightning II stealth fighter lands on the amphibious assault ship USS America in 
the South China Sea on Saturday. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

A U.S. Navy amphibious as¬ 
sault ship and guided-missile 
cruiser sailed through the con¬ 
tested South China Sea on Tues¬ 
day, continuing the U.S. pushback 
on China’s broad claims of sover¬ 
eignty over those waters. 

Satellite images provided by 
the European Union through the 
EO Browser service indicated 
that the amphibious USS Ameri¬ 
ca was within 60 nautical miles of 
the West Capella, a vessel explor¬ 
ing for underwater oil reserves 
for Malaysia, Radio Free Asia re¬ 
ported Tuesday. 

Chinese ships are also survey¬ 
ing near and within Malaysia’s 
exclusive economic zone, accord¬ 
ing to recent media reports. 

A U.S. Indo-Pacific Command 
spokeswoman confirmed that the 
America and cruiser USS Bunker 
Hill were in the sea on Tuesday. 

“Through our continued op¬ 
erational presence in the South 
China Sea, we are working with 
our allies and partners to pro¬ 
mote freedom of navigation and 
overflight, and the international 
principles that underpin security 
and prosperity for the Indo-Pacif- 
ic,” Lt. Cmdr. Nicole Schwegman 
said in a statement. 

China claims sovereignty over 
much of the South China Sea, 
an assertion disputed by other 
Southeast Asian nations, such as 


Vietnam, Philippines, Brunei and 
Malaysia. 

China has sought to bolster its 
claim by building up and milita¬ 
rizing tiny land features and by 
blanketing the sea with military, 


militia and commercial vessels. 

Earlier this month, Beijing 
named two new administrative 
districts encompassing the dis¬ 
puted Spratly and Paracel islands, 
issuing a map that christened all 


islands and reefs within the dis¬ 
tricts with Chinese names. Viet¬ 
nam, which has ongoing claims 
in the Paracels, responded with a 
stem rebuke. 

The Navy’s freedom-of-navi- 


gation operations have been the 
Defense Department’s primary 
means of countering China’s 
claims of exclusive right of access 
to disputed archipelagos. 

Compared to other claimant 
nations, China carries out by far 
the most surveys throughout the 
South China Sea, including forays 
into the exclusive economic zones 
of other countries, according to 
the Asia Maritime Transparency 
Initiative, maintained by the Cen¬ 
ter for Strategic and Internation¬ 
al Studies, a District of Columbia 
think tank. 

Under the United Nations Con¬ 
vention on the Law of the Sea, 
nations are required to seek 
permission to conduct marine 
scientific search within another 
nation’s exclusive economic zone, 
which extends roughly 200 nauti¬ 
cal miles from its coast. 

In many cases, however, 
China has not requested such 
permission. 

“The most likely explanation 
is that the surveys were military 
in nature and therefore not gov¬ 
erned by [the convention],” the 
initiative said in an online post 
Thursday. “If so, this suggests a 
double standard in which Beijing 
demands that other states seek 
permission for military surveys 
in its [exclusive economic zone] 
while not requiring its vessels to 
do the same abroad.” 


olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Eielson base receives first pair of F-35A fighter jets 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Eielson Air Force Base in Alas¬ 
ka received its first two F-35A 
Lightning II fighter jets Tuesday, 
with another 50 expected to ar¬ 
rive over the course of the next 
two years. 

“This first aircraft is a mile¬ 
stone,” Col. Benjamin Bishop, 
commander of the base’s 354th 


Fighter Wing, said in an Air 
Force statement Tuesday. “Mak¬ 
ing the first aircraft arrival pos¬ 
sible has been a long path, but it’s 
also just the first step in a journey 
that will continue at Eielson Air 
Force Base for decades to come.” 

By the end of 2021, 54 F-35s 
will make up two squadrons at 
Eielson, which is near Fairbanks. 

The F-35s complement the 
existing two squadrons of F- 


22 fighters based at Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson in 

Anchorage. 

The combination will give 
Alaska the highest concentration 
of combat-ready, fifth-generation 
fighters in the nation, the state¬ 
ment said. 

The jets, along with the 18th 
Aggressor Squadron, whose F- 
16s pose as enemy aircraft dur¬ 
ing training scenarios, will train 


in the Joint Pacific Alaska Range 
Complex, a vast 75,000 square 
miles of airspace. 

Eielson has undergone $500 
million in infrastructure im¬ 
provements to handle the F-35s 
and about 1,300 additional airmen 
and their families. That is about 
twice the number of airmen who 
were stationed at the base when 
the Air Force first announced in 
April 2016 that the F-35s would 


be stationed at Eielson. 

“We get to establish what the 
standard looks like for [Pacific 
Air Forces] F-35s,” Maj. Kath¬ 
ryn Damron, the 354th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron com¬ 
mander, said in the statement. 
“It’s a huge responsibility, and we 
don’t take it lightly.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Air Force awards $84 million contract for new Air Force One manuals 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

An $84 million contract to 
create manuals for two new Air 
Force One aircraft was awarded 
to Boeing, according to the Air 
Force. 

The contract is the second ad¬ 
ditional contract awarded to 
Boeing for the new planes since 
President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced in 2018 that he saved 
taxpayers $1.4 billion by renego¬ 
tiating the deal, which predated 
his administration. In July 2018, 
the White House announced that 
the replacement aircraft would 
cost $3.9 billion through a “firm 
fixed-price contract” between the 
Air Force and the Seattle-based 
company. 

Formal replacement efforts for 
Air Force One planes began in 


2011. The current aircraft in ser¬ 
vice are more than 31 years old, 
according to the White House. 

The two new planes began a 
multiyear modification process 
in March in San Antonio and 
have the military designation 
VC-25B, according to a March 11 
news release from the Air Force 
Life Cycle Management Center at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
in Ohio. 

The manuals contract an¬ 
nounced April 15 pays for Boeing 
and subcontractors to “modify 
commercial manuals, update with 
VC-25B-specific information and 
deliver integrated manuals for 
the VC-25B system,” according to 
a news release about the contract. 
Work on the manuals is expected 
to be complete by Jan. 15, 2025 
— after the new planes are set to 
be operational. 


These manuals are thousands 
of pages and include a library of 
information about flying, operat¬ 
ing and maintaining the planes, 
said Jim Hodgson, executive 
director of the Fort Worth Avia¬ 
tion Museum. Hodgson served as 
a pilot in the Marine Corps and 
flew several Boeing aircraft dur¬ 
ing his more than 30 years with 
Continental Airlines. 

Modifying commercial manu¬ 
als for the Air Force’s use should 
make the process easier, but it 
likely includes Boeing personnel 
using simulators to go through 
and verify all the procedures, 
Hodgson said. 

“The manual has to be very 
precise and has to be the logical 
prescribed steps for items,” he 
said. “The Air Force may have 
some special requirements they 
want in there as well.” 


In December, Boeing received 
an additional $12 million contract 
related to airworthiness direc¬ 
tives and safety modifications 
to the engines of the future Air 
Force One planes. These direc¬ 
tives are also mostly standard, 
Hodgson said. 

The new aircraft are expected 
to begin operations in 2024 and to 
carry presidents for the next 30 
years. 

To become Air Force One- 
ready, Boeing and Air Force 
personnel will spend the next 
few years working on electri¬ 
cal power upgrades, installing a 
mission communication system, 
a medical facility, an executive 
interior and autonomous ground 
operations capabilities. 

Boeing prepared the two air¬ 
craft for modification by remov¬ 
ing the commercial interiors, 


engines, auxiliary power units 
and numerous secondary system 
components, according to the 
release. 

Both planes are 747-8 aircraft 
that, when used commercially, 
can carry more than 400 passen¬ 
gers, according to Boeing’s web¬ 
site. The model has been in use 
for about 10 years. 

To accommodate the new 
planes at their future home at 
Joint Base Andrews, Md., the Air 
Force is constructing a new $298 
million hangar complex, which 
includes the relocation of a haz¬ 
ardous cargo pad, an explosive 
ordnance disposal range, areas 
of the existing golf courses and 
military working dog kennels. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Master Sgt. Matthew Larsen, wife Kathrin and son Jayden in front of their house in Reichweiler, 

Germany. German authorities are demanding that Larsen, an active-duty airman, pay German income tax. 

USAREUR to review German 
attempts to tax Americans 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 


9 from the Roosevelt 
in hospital with virus 


STUTTGART, Germany 
— U.S. Army Europe says it will 
step up efforts to warn troops and 
civilians about potential financial 
risks as local authorities attempt 
to levy German income tax on 
some members of the military 
community. 

“There are regular measures 
in place to inform the force and 
special attention will be placed 
on this in the coming weeks 
and months, especially in the 
Landstuhl, Kusel area,” Col. Joe 
Scrocca, USAREUR spokesman, 
said in a statement. 

Currently, there are 387 cases 
of Americans with a connection 
to the military community who 
face tax penalties in the Kusel- 
Landstuhl area alone, according 
to that tax office, which oversees 
an area near Ramstein Air Base. 

USAREUR said it was only 
aware of about 200 cases and 
will launch a broader review with 
German authorities to determine 
the scope of the problem. 

Historically, military orders 


for service members and civil¬ 
ians were sufficient proof for an 
exemption written into the status 
of forces agreement that shields 
them from double taxation by the 
U.S. and German governments. 

But in recent years, German 
tax authorities have applied a new 
interpretation to the SOFA treaty, 
arguing that personnel must be in 
Germany “solely” for their jobs to 
avoid being taxed. 

If troops or military civilians 
marry a German, own prop¬ 
erty or even extend their tours, 
then that could be an indication 
to tax officials of intent to stay 
permanently. 

USAREUR said it has disputed 
the German SOFA interpretation 
and that there is an ongoing effort 
with U.S. European Command 
and other U.S. government agen¬ 
cies such as the IRS and State De¬ 
partment to resolve the issue. 

While most cases appear to 
involve Defense Department ci¬ 
vilians, the Kusel-Landstuhl tax 
office recently demanded that an 
active duty Ramstein-based air¬ 
man pay German income taxes 
because he is married to a local 


woman. 

“This is discrimination. They 
are going to be going after a lot of 
other people and this has to stop,” 
Master Sgt. Matthew Larsen said 
earlier this month. 

Larsen is married to a Ger¬ 
man, but he intends to retire and 
return with his family later this 
year to Florida. Nonetheless, he 
was forced to retain a lawyer. 

Greg Evans, a SOFA-protected 
contractor with University of 
Maryland’s overseas campus for 
the military community, found 
himself in a similar situation. 

Although he left his job in the 
Kaiserslautern area in Septem¬ 
ber for a similar professor post 
in Japan — evidence, he says, 
that he had no intention of stay¬ 
ing in Germany — he was still 
hit in February with a 180,000 
euro ($195,000) tax bill from the 
Kusel-Landstuhl tax office. 

“My case is in the court system 
right now, on my own dime,” said 
Evans. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus 
Kloeckner contributed to this story. 
vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The USS 
Theodore Roosevelt has nine 
sailors now hospitalized with 
coronavirus symptoms, the Navy 
announced Tuesday, as positive 
cases of the illness increased to 
more than 700 among the crew. 

However, none of the sailors 
being treated at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital Guam are in the inten¬ 
sive care unit. 

As of Tuesday, 94% of the 
Roosevelt’s crew has been tested 
for the coronavirus as the ship 
nears a month since it docked in 
Guam due to the outbreak aboard 
the ship. About 710 sailors have 
tested positive, with 42 sailors 
now recovered from the virus, ac¬ 
cording to the Navy. About 3,872 
crewmembers have received a 
negative test result. 

Most of the aircraft carrier’s 
crew — 4,158 sailors of about 
4,800 — has been transferred 
from the ship to Guam. 

Overall, the Navy said there 
are 999 current cases of the virus 
within its military personnel as 
of Tuesday. The service has had 
a total of 1,252 coronavirus cases 
among its sailors, including Roos- 


Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — An Air 
Force airman was arrested Tues¬ 
day in the death of a Mennonite 
woman whose body was found off 
a forest road in northern Arizona 
two months ago, authorities said. 

Mark Gooch, 21, was taken into 
custody at Luke Air Force Base, 
where he is stationed in the Phoe¬ 
nix suburb of Glendale. He was 
being booked into jail in Marico¬ 
pa County and eventually will be 
transferred 
to Coconino 
County, au¬ 
thorities 
said. 

Authori¬ 
ties released 
few details 
about the 
case, citing 
the ongoing 
investigation. 

Sasha 

Krause, 27, 
was last seen 
Jan. 18 picking up items from the 
Farmington Mennonite Church in 
northwestern New Mexico where 
she taught Sunday school. 

“Over the last few months, San 
Juan County has lived in fear, 
not knowing if we had a predator 
living inside of our community 
or somebody that was preying 
upon it,” San Juan County Sher¬ 
iff Shane Ferrari in New Mexico 
said in a video message online. 
“I can assure you, we have our 
man.” 


evelt crewmember Chief Petty 
Officer Charles Robert Thacker 
Jr., 41, who died April 13. 

The Roosevelt has been in port 
in Guam since March 27 after 
the outbreak aboard the nuclear- 
powered carrier forced the ship 
to divert from its scheduled de¬ 
ployment to the island. 

The Roosevelt’s former com¬ 
mander, Capt. Brett Crozier, 
raised alarms about the outbreak 
with an emailed letter to other 
Navy officers requesting assis¬ 
tance for his crew as they battled 
the virus. Crozier, who also con¬ 
tracted the virus, was fired April 
2 by then acting Navy Secretary 
Thomas Modly two days after the 
letter was leaked to the media. 

The results of a Navy investiga¬ 
tion into Crozier and his decision 
to email a letter is pending. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
has said the investigation was 
completed about two weeks ago. 
Adm. Mike Gilday, the chief of 
naval operations, is reviewing 
the results and “no final deci¬ 
sions have been made,” accord¬ 
ing to his spokesman, Cmdr. Nate 
Christensen. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


It was unclear if Gooch has a 
lawyer. 

Authorities said he traveled 
from Luke Air Force Base to 
Farmington during the time 
Krause went missing. They were 
still looking into any possible con¬ 
nection between the two. 

“We don’t know that he was 
going there necessarily to seek 
her out,” said Coconino Coun¬ 
ty sheriff’s Lt. Brian Tozer. 
“We just know he was there in 
Farmington.” 

Sean and Mercy Hoyt, who 
started an online support page 
for Krause and are friends of her 
family, said they are grateful for 
the efforts of law enforcement. 

“Ultimately our prayer is for 
this young man to never harm 
anyone else but to also find for¬ 
giveness and salvation through 
our Lord Jesus,” said Mercy 
Hoyt. 

Hoyt said Krause taught her 
own children to not be afraid of 
thunderstorms and how to milk 
a cow when Krause was a school 
teacher in Grandview, Texas. 
Krause also made time to help 
others, once interpreting an en¬ 
tire church service for a Spanish¬ 
speaking family so they would 
feel included, Hoyt said. 

A Luke Air Force Base spokes¬ 
man referred further questions 
about Gooch to the Air Force Of¬ 
fice of Special Investigations. 

Krause’s car was parked out¬ 
side the Farmington church when 
she went missing. 


NY governor: Hospital ship no longer needed 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A Navy hospital ship deployed 
to New York City to help fight the coronavirus out¬ 
break is no longer needed, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
Tuesday, expressing confidence that stresses on the 
hospital system are easing. 

Cuomo said after meeting with President Don¬ 
ald Trump that the USNS Comfort was helpful, but 
could now be sent elsewhere after being docked for 
weeks off of Manhattan. 

At an evening press conference, Cuomo said 
having the ship had been worthwhile, even as the 
need for it didn’t reach the levels that had been 
projected. 


“I believe Comfort not only brought comfort but 
also saved lives,” Cuomo said. 

Trump said at his Tuesday briefing that he asked 
Cuomo if “we could bring the Comfort back to its 
base in Virginia so that we could have it in other lo¬ 
cations.” Trump said they would bring the ship back 
soon. 

The Navy ship arrived March 30 as state and city 
officials scrambled to add hospital beds to prepare 
for a potentially catastrophic surge in COVID-19 
cases. 

But hospitalization levels appeared to have peaked 
recently amid strict stay-at home restrictions. 

The Comfort has treated 179 patients, with 56 on 
board Tuesday. 


Airman arrested in death 
of Sunday school teacher 
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Researchers: Drug did not help VA patients 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — An anti-malaria drug 
repeatedly touted by President Donald 
Trump as a “game-changer” in the coro- 
navirus pandemic didn’t work on patients 
recently treated by the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs. 

There were more deaths among those 
patients who were given the drug, hydroxy¬ 
chloroquine, than patients who received 
standard care, researchers found. 

Researchers analyzed the treatment of 
368 male coronavirus patients at VA hos¬ 
pitals nationwide who had died or been 


discharged as of April 11. Treatment in¬ 
cluded hydroxychloroquine for 97 of those 
patients, 113 received hydroxychloroquine 
with azithromycin, and 158 received stan¬ 
dard care. 

About 28% of patients who received hy¬ 
droxychloroquine died, compared to 11% 
of patients who received standard care. 
About 22% of patients died when they re¬ 
ceived hydroxychloroquine with azithro¬ 
mycin, which is used to treat bacterial 
infections. 

Hydroxychloroquine had no effect on 
whether patients needed a ventilator, re¬ 
searchers found. 


The information they collected repre¬ 
sents the largest dataset in the world re¬ 
garding coronavirus patients who’ve been 
treated with hydroxychloroquine. The 
drug is used for rheumatoid arthritis and 
lupus but is an unproven treatment for the 
coronavirus. 

The study was conducted by scientists at 
the University of South Carolina and the 
University of Virginia, as well as the VA 
Health Care System in Columbia, S.C. 

Late last month, the Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration granted emergency approval 
for doctors to use hydroxychloroquine to 
treat hospitalized coronavirus patients in 


certain instances. The researchers called 
for more rigorous studies before hospitals 
adopt it as a treatment for the virus. 

Some studies have suggested the drug 
was promising, especially for mild cases, 
but the studies were small and didn’t in¬ 
clude control groups. One of the studies 
has since been discredited. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the top infectious 
disease doctor in the United States, said on 
Fox News this month it would be a “majes¬ 
tic leap” to consider hydroxychloroquine a 
miracle cure. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


VA nurses demand 
more protective gear 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Nurses from National Nurses United protest in front of the White House on Tuesday. The group sought 
to bring attention to health care workers across the country who have contracted COVID-19 due to a 
lack of personal protective equipment. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — As a nurse, 
Dana Horton’s job is to keep pa¬ 
tients alive — a task that has 
become more difficult as the 
coronavirus spreads and worsens 
in the United States. 

“Nurses are experiencing 
something that we just haven’t 
ever experienced before in this 
country,” Horton said. “As a 
nurse, especially in acute care, 
you always want to do everything 
you can to preserve life. When it’s 
out of your control, that’s hard. 
And that’s what this has been — 
it’s out of control.” 

Horton, 48, is a registered nurse 
at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs hospital in Atlanta, where 
109 patients have tested positive 
for the virus and six have died. 
Though coronavirus patients are 
coming into the Atlanta VA Medi¬ 
cal Center, N95 respirator masks 
are given only to medical staff 
who are treating them, Horton 
said. Employees must go to a su¬ 
pervisor in order to get one. 

Other staff members were in¬ 
structed to wear surgical masks, 
which offer much less protection, 
she said. 

The VA has authorized hospital 
directors to implement policies 
for medical staff to reuse masks 
or bring their own. Workers who 
are performing “low-risk care” 
on coronavirus patients can be 
instructed to use surgical masks 
if there aren’t enough N95 masks, 
according to a memo sent last 


week from Renee Oshinski to hos¬ 
pital leaders. Oshinski is the VA 
deputy undersecretary for health 
for operations and management. 

The memo states that medical 
staff in community living cen¬ 
ters, spinal cord injury and inpa¬ 
tient mental health units would 
be provided with one surgical 
mask each day. 

“Current supply levels do not 
support providing a mask to all 
[VA] staff,” Oshinski wrote. 

Horton, who has worked as a 
nurse for 26 years and at the VA 
for 17, worries that the rationing 
of personal protective equipment 
is creating a dangerous environ¬ 
ment for her and other medical 
workers. Because of the nature 
of the virus — and all of its un¬ 
knowns — she worries that she 
could be treating coronavirus 
patients who haven’t yet tested 
positive. 

“I don’t want to have it and 
don’t know that I have it, and then 
pass it on,” Horton said. “What 
would be the best way to prevent 
that? To have proper PPE — at 
least an N95 for every health care 
provider coming into contact with 
a patient.” 

Horton, along with other nurs¬ 
es, protested between shifts Fri¬ 
day outside the Atlanta VA. The 
demonstration followed a similar 
protest at the Brooklyn VA sev¬ 
eral weeks ago. Both events were 
organized by National Nurses 
United, a union representing 
185,000 nurses nationwide. 

Another demonstration was 
planned for Wednesday at the 


Baltimore VA Medical Center by 
two other unions: the American 
Federation of Government Em¬ 
ployees and the National Associa¬ 
tion of Government Employees. 
They’re protesting the lack of 
PPE, as well as limits on telework 
and hazard pay within the VA 
Maryland Health Care System, 
organizers said. 

National Nurses United or¬ 
ganized a gathering Tuesday in 
front of the White House. Stand¬ 
ing on the street, medical staff 
held signs with the photos and 
names of health care workers 
who’ve died during the pandemic 


and demanded more protective 
equipment. 

More than 9,000 health care 
workers in the United States have 
contracted coronavirus, accord¬ 
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Across the VA health care sys¬ 
tem, 19 employees have died and 
1,708 have tested positive for the 
virus. At the Atlanta VA, 16 work¬ 
ers have tested positive. The VA 
facilities in New Orleans and 
the Bronx have the most cases 
among employees — 145 in New 
Orleans and 119 in the Bronx. 
Two employees at the Bronx VA 


have died. 

The VA said the number of 
employee cases proves that the 
department is keeping its work¬ 
ers safe. In a statement, VA Press 
Secretary Christina Noel said less 
than 1% of VA workers have tested 
positive for the virus, as opposed 
to the Henry Ford Health System 
in metro Detroit, where 2.1% of 
employees have contracted the 
virus. 

“VA’s PPE practices are keep¬ 
ing veterans and employees safe 
during challenging times, and the 
numbers prove it,” Noel said in an 
email. 


Three US soldiers punished for sneaking off base in South Korea 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Three 
U.S. soldiers with a military po¬ 
lice battalion were punished for 
sneaking off base and return¬ 
ing through a hole in the fence 
in violation of restrictions aimed 
at preventing the spread of the 
coronavirus, the military said 
Wednesday. 

The soldiers were all assigned 


to the 94th Military Police Battal¬ 
ion, 19th Expeditionary Sustain¬ 
ment Command, at Camp Walker 
in the southeastern city of Daegu, 
according to the Eighth Army. 

Two privates, caught visiting 
an off-post bar, were reduced in 
rank and must forfeit $866 in pay 
for two months, said command 
notices posted on social media. 
They also received 45 days re¬ 
striction and extra duty. 

They also were accused of “en¬ 


tering post through a hole in the 
installation’s fence,” violating a 
ban on nonessential travel, mak¬ 
ing false official statements and 
dereliction of duty for not report¬ 
ing the hole. 

A private first class received 
the same punishments, but the 
military said only that he exited 
Camp Walker for an unauthor¬ 
ized purpose, without specifying 
what that was. 

The soldier also was accused of 


returning to post through the hole 
and “soliciting others to disobey 
orders,” it added. 

The military has published the 
punishments as a warning to oth¬ 
ers not to violate restrictions on 
off-base travel and social activi¬ 
ties in a bid to keep the virus out¬ 
side the gates. 

An American contractor based 
on Camp Humphreys and another 
civilian working for U.S. Forces 
Korea at Camp Casey also have 


been slapped with a two-year ban 
from bases in South Korea after 
they went to neighborhood bars 
in separate incidents. 

USFK commander Gen. Rob¬ 
ert Abrams has extended through 
May 23 a public health emergen¬ 
cy, which gives him authority to 
punish civilians as well as service 
members. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Triple Nickel kept 
eyes on Aviano 
during deployment 


— 



Tory Cusimano/U.S. Air Force 


A 31st Medical Group airman takes the temperature of an airman returning from deployment, as part of 
a coronavirus screening at Aviano Air Base, Italy, on April 18. 


By Kent Harris 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — A 
global pandemic wasn’t on the 
checklist when the 555th Fighter 
Squadron prepared for a short-no¬ 
tice deployment in November. 

Getting about 300 airmen, a 
dozen F-16 Fighting Falcons and 
tons of equipment ready for a de¬ 
parture to a base in the Middle 
East that hadn’t seen fighter air¬ 
craft in years was challenging 
enough. Little did members of the 
Triple Nickel know what was in 
store. 

“It was something we were 
ready for, but still unexpected,” 
Senior Master Sgt. Keith Farmer, 
assistant superintendent of the 
squadron’s maintenance unit, 
said of the deployment, which 
was announced two weeks before 
departure. 

In recent days, the airmen and 
jets returned to Aviano — and to 14 
days of quarantine in their homes, 
in line with Italian regulations. 

The largest group was met Sat¬ 
urday outside a base hangar by 
Brig. Gen. Daniel T. Lasica, com¬ 
mander of the 31st Fighter Wing, 
and other base leaders — all clap¬ 
ping and wearing masks. 

The squadron first deployed to 
A1 Udeid Air Base in Qatar and 
later moved to Prince Sultan Air 


Everyone who had 
family back (in Aviano) 
was concerned. We 
were focusing on the 
mission, but... Italy 
was the epicenter 
of the world at that 
point, f 

Senior Master Sgt. Keith Farmer 


Base in Saudi Arabia during their 
six-month deployment. 

Neither base had hosted a U.S. 
fighter squadron in about a de¬ 
cade, Farmer said. 

The squadron flew 7,000 hours 
to support more than 1,200 mis¬ 
sions, a wing statement said. Lt. 
Col. Beau Diers, the squadron 
commander, topped 3,000 flight 
hours in the F-16 in the process. 

The deployment came amid 
tensions with Iran, which the 
Pentagon blamed for backing 
groups that had launched attacks 
on U.S. installations since May. 
In January, a U.S. drone strike 
killed Iran’s Mqj. Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, whom the U.S. said had 
orchestrated attacks on U.S. inter¬ 
ests for years. 


The military also has thousands 
of troops in the region fighting the 
remnants of Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria. 

Wing officials did not specify 
what missions the squadron fo¬ 
cused on during the deployment. 

Work kept the squadron busy, 
Farmer said, but many were tuned 
to the spread of the pandemic in 
their downtime. They adopted 
Pentagon guidance by making 
face masks and maintaining so¬ 
cial distance, while having little 
contact with the locals. Contract¬ 
ing the virus didn’t seem likely, 
Farmer said. 

But back at their home base, 
coronavirus concerns mounted. 

“We were monitoring it,” Farm¬ 
er said. “December, January, then 


in late February ... everyone who 
had family back (in Aviano) was 
concerned. We were focusing 
on the mission, but ... Italy was 
the epicenter of the world at that 
point.” 

The base’s virtual town hall 
meetings answered a lot of ques¬ 
tions and helped the group prepare 
for their homecoming, Farmer 
said. 

While some might fuss at being 
restricted to their homes, Farmer 
isn’t one of them. 

“I just have to hang out at home 
with my wife and family and hug 
my kids,” he said. 

His wife, Naomi, a teacher at 
Aviano Elementary School, had to 
assume unfamiliar online teach¬ 
ing challenges when the school 


shifted to distance learning in late 
February. At the same time, she 
was trying to make sure her chil¬ 
dren, ages 7 and 4, were tuned into 
their lessons. 

The strain on his wife was an¬ 
other concern for Farmer, but a 
spouses’ network and other sup¬ 
port eased his mind, he said. 

Farmer has been on numerous 
deployments in his Air Force ca¬ 
reer, but the snap orders combined 
with the move during the deploy¬ 
ment and the pandemic made this 
one stand out. 

“‘Memorable’ is a fantastic word 
to describe it,” he said. 

harris.kent@stripes.com 
Twitter: @KentHar08780839 


Marines cancel fitness test requirements amid pandemic 


By James Bolinger 

Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — The 
Marine Corps is nixing physical 
fitness test requirements for the 
first half of this year due to coro¬ 
navirus prevention guidelines. 

Marine Corps Commandant 
Gen. David Berger announced the 


change in a tweet Tuesday after¬ 
noon. The service’s physical fit¬ 
ness testing season runs through 
June 30, after which a six-month 
period for the combat fitness test 
begins. 

“Our fitness to fight remains a 
priority, and I expect each of us to 
continue to maintain our fighting 
condition,” he wrote in the tweet. 


The service has directed Ma¬ 
rines to practice social distance, 
that is, maintain a minimum 6 feet 
between individuals to the maxi¬ 
mum extent possible to prevent 
the virus’ spread. 

The events include a 3-mile run, 
push-ups or pull-ups, and crunch¬ 
es or a plank pose. If a Marine 
chooses to perform crunches, a 
fellow Marine is needed to hold his 


or her feet during the exercise. 

Berger’s tweet said more in¬ 
formation regarding the cancel¬ 
lation would be released service 
wide as a Marine administrative 
message. 

The Combat Fitness Test gauges 
a Marine’s physical ability to per¬ 
form a broad spectrum of combat- 
related tasks, including a lifting a 


30-pound ammo can above one’s 
head a minimum of 67 times in 
two minutes, a fireman’s carry 
and a buddy drag. 

The Marine Corps has not re¬ 
leased any information about 
postponing or canceling the Com¬ 
bat Fitness Test. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolingerj2004 


AP tests to be given at same time worldwide, despite protests 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Despite 
protests from the Defense Department, the 
College Board is pressing ahead with plans 
to give next month’s Advanced Placement 
tests simultaneously worldwide. 

The exams are being administered on¬ 
line this year and shortened from three 
hours to 45 minutes. They are scheduled 
for May 11-22 with makeup tests June 1-5. 

The change was brought on by coronavi¬ 
rus concerns, and the tests are being given 
at the same time worldwide to ensure test 
security, College Board senior vice presi¬ 


dent of advanced placement and instruc¬ 
tion Trevor Packer said earlier this month 
via Twitter. 

Tests must be taken at 6,8 and 10 p.m. by 
Department of Defense Education Activity 
students in Europe and 1, 3 and 5 a.m. by 
those in Japan and Korea and one hour 
later on Guam. 

DODEA director Tom Brady last week 
“personally engaged senior leadership of 
the College Board on this issue and shared 
our concerns,” said DODEA-Pacific area 
director Lois Rapp in a message Monday. 

College Board officials were “well-aware 
and concerned,” Rapp said, of how the 
time difference affects students outside 


the United States and “inconveniences our 
students disproportionately.” 

But the only alternative would have been 
to cancel exams in certain time zones en¬ 
tirely and that would have been unaccept¬ 
able, she said. 

A new release Monday from DODEA 
communications chief Frank O’Gara said 
the impact of nighttime testing “did not 
go unnoticed” by the College Board. The 
board has offered alternatives to taking 
tests at odd hours, according to Rapp’s 
message and one from the College Board. 

Students who don’t wish to test at night 
may opt out of the AP tests with no cancel¬ 
lation fee, according to Rapp. They would 


receive DODEA credit for the course, but 
no college credit. 

Students who test but aren’t satisfied 
with their results can report back to the 
College Board, which would then offer a 
free voucher to take a College Level Ex¬ 
amination Program test later, either at a 
stateside campus or an overseas education 
center that offers the exams, according to 
Rapp. 

DODEA has registered 5,218 students 
for 9,134 AP tests in 32 DODEA-Europe 
and Pacific high schools, O’Gara said in a 
media release Monday. 

ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
Twitter @DaveOrnauer 
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Camp Lemonnier 
gets help as virus 
spreads in Africa 


Staff from the Expeditionary Medical Facility demonstrate medical equipment used to stabilize patients 
at the COVID-19 Intensive Care Unit facility at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti, on April 9. The COVID-19 ICU 
is separate from the medical facility to prevent potential cross-contamination of the virus. 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. military has bolstered 
a critical hospital in Djibouti as it 
guards against a potential coro- 
navirus outbreak among troops 
in East Africa. 

Though there are no cases on 
Camp Lemonnier, where Com¬ 
bined Joint Task Force-Horn of 
Africa is headquartered, leaders 
have been ordering measures 
to protect the force. More than 
940 people in the country have 
tested positive for the virus as of 
Wednesday. 

Within days, the base’s public 
works department turned a va¬ 
cant office building into a make¬ 
shift 30-bed intensive care unit 
to care for troops within CJTF- 
HOA’s vast operating area, a 
swath of Africa about two-thirds 
the size of the United States. 

“They had the whole thing up 
and running in just 72 hours, 
and that was all before COVID 
even hit Africa,” Navy Capt. Paul 
Allen, officer in charge of the Mi¬ 
chaud Expeditionary Medical Fa¬ 
cility, said in a recent CJTF-HOA 
statement. 

Where the ventilation system at 
the existing 50-year-old hospital 


building would have recirculated 
potentially infected air, the new 
ward’s system allows for separate 
zones based on exposure risk, 
Allen said. 

The military medical facility is 
the only one on the continent that 
provides a higher level of trauma 
and emergency care than unit- 
level aid stations. Patients can be 
stabilized at the facility ahead of 
medical evacuation to places like 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen¬ 
ter in Germany. 

Allen described it as “at the tip 
of the spear,” but at the end of the 
supply and medical evacuation 
chains. 

One contractor who showed 
coronavirus symptoms had al¬ 
ready been evacuated to Ger¬ 
many and later tested positive, 
officials said last month. 

Within hours of that patient 
being admitted, Naval Forces 
Africa deployed an anesthetist, 
a nurse and two corpsman from 
Naval Hospital Rota, Spain, to 
Djibouti. A 13-member Air Force 
critical care team had also re¬ 
cently been deployed at U.S. 
Africa Command’s request, the 
combined joint task force’s state¬ 
ment said. 

Medics with an Army civil af¬ 


fairs unit on Camp Lemonnier 
were tapped to help out and other 
medical personnel at smaller 
bases in the region have been ac¬ 
credited to work at the hospital, 
should the need arise. 

Allen has also seen the speed 
of supply deliveries go from up 
to three months of waiting down 
to 48 hours or less, he said. They 
can also test for the disease lo¬ 
cally, rather than send frozen 
samples to Europe aboard an air¬ 
craft dubbed “COVID Express,” 
as they had been doing. 

Meanwhile, the base and its 
outstations have instituted “ro¬ 
bust prevention and response 


strategies,” said Dr. James Eric 
Bermudez, an Air Force colonel 
and CJTF-HOA joint force sur¬ 
geon. That includes shuttering 
recreation facilities and, in some 
cases, reducing staffing, the com¬ 
mand’s statement said. 

As a precaution, Camp Lem¬ 
onnier has evacuated dozens of 
troops and other personnel con¬ 
sidered at high-risk of COVID-19 
complications. Some 1,200 local 
nationals who work on the base 
are staying home and others now 
undergo health screenings at the 
gates, officials have said. 

Last week, military leaders 
urged contractors to move into 


temporary on-base housing, 
warning of further access restric¬ 
tions to come. As of Wednesday, 
the number of confirmed cases 
outside the base’s walls had near¬ 
ly doubled in less than a week. 

But on base, mandated social 
distancing and proper hygiene 
appear to be reaping benefits for 
deployed troops. 

“It’s interesting because we see 
diarrhea spikes and common cold 
spikes here all the time, and all of 
our numbers for all those other 
diseases are way down,” Allen 
said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 



First: Army soldier still doesn’t know how he contracted the virus 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

that was up to the family. However, it said 
Wednesday that she was included as a mili¬ 
tary dependent in its 25 cases. 

First case 

Chappel said his wife and daughter had 
been cleared of the virus earlier, but they 
all had to remain in home quarantine until 
he could meet the USFK requirement of 
two consecutive negative tests separated 
by 24 hours. 

He said his symptoms disappeared after 
the first week in the hospital, but he contin¬ 
ued to test positive with daily swabs — an 
unpleasant experience that he said felt like 
it was piercing his brain. 

“The tests were fluctuating between 
positive and negative the entire time,” he 
said, sitting in a conference room in which 
everyone present was placed a socially dis¬ 
tant 6 feet away from each other. 

“Luckily my daughter and my wife, they 
received both their double negatives even 
before we left Camp Humphreys, so that 
was a blessing to not have to worry about 
them,” he added. 

USFK command surgeon Dr. Clint Mur¬ 
ray, an Army colonel and infectious dis¬ 
eases specialist, said Chappel remained 
in isolation 49 days because his tests kept 
coming back negative or inconclusive. 

“He is a unique case that we are continu¬ 
ing to research and analyze as he could 


provide some valuable data to similar pa¬ 
tients who’ve spent more time than others 
in isolation,” Murray said Wednesday in an 
email. 

Much remains unknown about the high¬ 
ly contagious virus, which has infected 
more than 2.5 million people and killed 
more than 177,000 globally since it first ap¬ 
peared in China late last year, according to 
Johns Hopkins University. 

The incubation period is believed to be 
up to two weeks, and researchers say the 
virus is spread through droplets released 
into the air when an infected person coughs 
or sneezes. There is no vaccine. 

Cause unknown 

Chappel still doesn’t know how he con¬ 
tracted the coronavirus, although he is 
stationed at Camp Carroll and lives in an 
apartment building outside the base in the 
southeastern city of Waegwan, near the 
epicenter of the pandemic in South Korea. 

U.S. Army Garrison Daegu, which is 
composed of Camp Carroll and several 
other installations in the area, initiated 
gate health checks, restricted base access 
and banned troops from nonessential trav¬ 
el or social activities outside shortly after 
the outbreak began around Feb. 19. 

The area, which has been the source of 
more than 60% of the country’s 10,694 con¬ 
firmed cases to date, was for weeks consid¬ 
ered ground zero before the virus began 


to spread to the United States and other 
countries. 

Chappel, who has been stationed in 
South Korea since November 2018, said he 
doesn’t go out much, and it was very cold 
at the time, so he and his wife were trying 
to keep their daughter inside as much as 
possible. 

“I’m an introverted person. All I do is 
play video games and go to work and take 
pride in my work. From work, I go home. 
From home, I go to work,” he said. 

Trace teams researching his movements 
over the two-week period preceding his ill¬ 
ness also couldn’t find any connections, he 
said. 

Offering advice 

The Atlanta-area native said he isn’t 
the type to go to the doctor when he has a 
cold, but he’s glad he followed the corona¬ 
virus guidelines and went to the base clinic 
when he started coughing and got chills, a 
minor headache and a sore throat in late 
February. 

“I would definitely tell everyone if you’re 
feeling sick at all go get checked out. You 
don’t want to wait until it’s too late and the 
worst-case scenario happens,” he said. 

Chappel was initially tested on Feb. 25 
with a swab that was processed by the 
Korea Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention because USFK didn’t yet have 
its own capabilities. The results came back 


positive the next day. 

The command set up its own lab at the 
military hospital on Camp Humphreys on 
March 8, so subsequent tests were done 
there. 

Only one other U.S. soldier has tested 
positive on the divided peninsula. The 
other USFK cases involved military de¬ 
pendents, contractors and other American 
and South Korean civilian employees. 

In all, the Pentagon says 3,496 U.S. ser¬ 
vice members have been confirmed to 
have the virus as of Tuesday. 

Chappel, who is on track to be promoted 
to sergeant soon, and his wife and daughter 
were in the hospital for about two weeks 
before they were moved to a specially 
designated isolation barracks on Camp 
Humphreys. They were allowed at the end 
of March to return home where they re¬ 
mained quarantined and continued to be 
monitored until their official discharge. 

Chappel smiled broadly as he recalled 
one of his few visitors — USFK command¬ 
er Gen. Robert Abrams, who donned pro¬ 
tective gear and visited him in the hospital 
on Feb. 29. 

“The general in command coming to see 
me at the hospital was very unexpected 
to get that much attention at my level but 
then it was kind of an eye-opener that the 
Army actual cares,” he said. “It was very 
comforting.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Trump order to bar 
new green cards, 
not temporary visas 



The U.S. Capitol Building is visible as a jogger makes their way across the National Mall in Washington 
on Wednesday. 

Congress set to pass $483B 
aid as Trump eyes next deal 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced what 
he described as a “temporary 
suspension of immigration into 
the United States.” But an ex¬ 
ecutive order he was expected 
to sign Wednesday to implement 
the change would bar only those 
seeking permanent residency, not 
temporary workers. 

“I will be signing my Executive 
Order prohibiting immigration 
into our Country today,” Trump 
tweeted Wednesday. 

The president said Tuesday he 
would put a 60-day pause on the 
issuance of green cards in an ef¬ 
fort to limit competition for jobs 
in a U.S. economy wrecked by the 
coronavirus. The order would in¬ 
clude “certain exemptions,” but 
he declined to outline them, not¬ 
ing that the order was still being 
crafted. 

“By pausing immigration, we’ll 
help put unemployed Americans 
first in line for jobs as America 
reopens, so important,” Trump 
said at the White House. “It 
would be wrong and unjust for 
Americans laid off by the virus to 
be replaced with new immigrant 
labor flown in from abroad.” 

An administration official fa¬ 
miliar with the plans, however, 
said that the order will apply to 
foreigners seeking employment- 
based green cards and relatives 
of green card holders who are not 
citizens. Americans wishing to 
bring immediate family will still 
be able to do so, according to the 
official, who spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity before the plan 
was announced. About 1 million 
green cards were granted in the 
2019 fiscal year, about half to 
spouses, children and parents of 
U.S. citizens. 

By limiting his immigration 
measure to green cards, Trump 
was leaving hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of foreign workers granted 
non-immigrant visas each year 
untouched, including farm work¬ 
ers, health care workers and 
software programmers. The Mi¬ 
gration Policy Institute, a nonpar¬ 
tisan think tank, estimated that 
some 110,000 green cards could 
be delayed during a two-month 
pause. Trump said that he would 
consider extending the restric¬ 
tions, depending on economic 
conditions at the time. 

Trump has long advocated re¬ 
strictions on both legal and illegal 
immigration and has raised con¬ 
cerns for years about foreigners 
competing with American citi¬ 
zens for jobs. But he denied that 
he was using the virus to make 
good on a long-standing campaign 
promise as he seeks reelection. 

The president has also used the 
crisis to push other stalled priori¬ 
ties, from tax reform to dramatic 
border restrictions. 

Trump has often pivoted to his 
signature issue of immigration 


when he’s under pressure. It’s one 
he believes helped him win the 
2016 election and one that contin¬ 
ues to animate his loyal base of 
supporters heading into what is 
expected to be a brutal reelection 
fight. 

Much of the immigration sys¬ 
tem has already ground to a halt 
because of the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic. Almost all visa processing 
by the State Department has been 
suspended for weeks. Travel to 
the U.S. has been restricted from 
much of the globe. And Trump 
has used the virus to effectively 
end asylum at U.S. borders, in¬ 
cluding turning away children 
who arrive by themselves and 
putting a hold on refugee resettle¬ 
ment — something that Congress, 
the courts and international law 
hadn’t previously allowed. 

Criticism of Trump’s an¬ 
nouncement was swift, especially 
his timing during the pandemic. 
Ali Noorani, president of the Na¬ 
tional Immigration Forum, noted 
that thousands of foreign-born 
health care workers are current¬ 
ly treating people with COVID-19 
and working in critical sectors of 
the economy. 

Andrea Flores of the American 
Civil Liberties Union said that 
Trump seemed “more interested 
in fanning anti-immigrant flames 
than in saving lives.” 

But Jessica Vaughan, director 
of policy studies at the Center for 
Immigration Studies, which fa¬ 
vors lower rates of immigration, 
said before the announcement 
that eliminating millions of work 
permits and visas would “instan¬ 
taneously create” new jobs for 
Americans and other legal work¬ 
ers — even though most business¬ 
es are shuttered because of social 
distancing dictates and stay-at- 
home orders. 

Carl Shusterman, who has 
practiced immigration law since 
the 1970s, said that a 60-day 
pause would have little impact 
because the government effec¬ 
tively stopped processing green 
cards in March. 

“The embassies are not open 
anyway, so this is like nothing 
new,” said Shusterman. “This an¬ 
nouncement doesn’t really change 
anything unless the embassies 
were to open up next week or in 
the next 60 days.” 

Trump first announced his in¬ 
tentions in a vague tweet Monday 
night. Across the country, those 
who could be impacted waited in 
suspense through the day. Chi¬ 
cago immigration attorney Fiona 
McEntee said that she had been 
inundated with calls, emails and 
social media messages, including 
from company executives hop¬ 
ing to expand their business in 
the U.S., a person applying for a 
fiance visa and wondering about 
their wedding plans, artists seek¬ 
ing “extraordinary ability” visas 
and foreign students. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congress 
is sprinting to approve the next 
coronavirus aid package, a $483 
billion deal backed by the White 
House to replenish a small busi¬ 
ness payroll fund and pump more 
money into hospitals and testing 
programs. 

President Donald Trump is 
urging swift passage this week. 
The Senate approved the bill 
Tuesday and the House planned 
a vote for Thursday. 

The bipartisan bill, Washing¬ 
ton’s fourth in response to the cri¬ 
sis, is not expected to be the last 
as lawmakers take unprecedent¬ 
ed steps to confront the virus and 
prop up communities nationwide 
amid the health crisis. 

Most of the funding, $331 bil¬ 
lion, would go to boost a small- 
business payroll loan program 
that ran out of money last week. 
There would be $100 billion for 
health care, with $75 billion to 
hospitals and $25 billion to boost 
testing for the virus, a key step in 
building the confidence required 
to reopen state economies. There 
is $60 billion for small business 
loans and grants. 

What started as a Trump ad¬ 
ministration effort with Republi¬ 
cans to bolster the government’s 
small business Paycheck Protec¬ 
tion Program quickly doubled in 
size, second only to the nearly $2 
trillion coronavirus rescue pack¬ 
age that became law last month. 

As negotiations dragged on, 
Democratic demands for addition¬ 
al funds for hospitals and virus 
testing in the states became more 
pressing, and eventually gained 
support from Republicans. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said that the bill was 
made “better and broader” by the 
effort from Democrats. 

Of the $25 billion for increased 
testing efforts, at least $11 billion 
goes to state and tribal govern¬ 
ments to detect and track new 
infections. The rest will help fund 
federal research into new corona¬ 


virus testing options. 

Currently, the U.S. has tested 
roughly 4 million people for the 
virus, or just over 1% of its pop¬ 
ulation, according to the Covid 
Tracking Project website. 

While the White House said 
that the U.S. has enough testing 
to begin easing social distancing 
measures, most experts have said 
that capacity needs to increase at 
least threefold, if not more. 

As announced Tuesday, the 
centerpiece of the deal remains 
the small business payroll pro¬ 
gram. It provides forgivable loans 
so that shops can continue paying 
workers while businesses remain 
closed for social distancing and 
stay-at-home orders. 

Launched just weeks ago, 
the paycheck program quickly 
reached its lending limit after ap¬ 
proving nearly 1.7 million loans. 
That left thousands of small busi¬ 
nesses in limbo as they sought 
help. 

Controversies dogged its rocky 
rollout, and Democrats highlight¬ 
ed the number of smaller and mi¬ 
nority-owned shops missing out 
on the aid. A number of publicly 
traded, big-name corporations 
also received loans, drawing 
complaints and Trump’s vow that 
some will be asked to return the 
money. 

As part of the new agreement, 
about $60 billion has been set 
aside for — and divided equally 
among — smaller banks and 
community lenders, a nod to 
neighborhoods and rural areas 
underserved by banks. 

“This is a significant package,” 
said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., ahead of 
Tuesday’s vote. 

The Senate swiftly approved it 
by consent late Tuesday, despite 
opposition from key conserva¬ 
tives, Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., and 
Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah. 

The House has asked lawmak¬ 
ers, who have been at home with 
Congress all but shuttered, to 
return Thursday for a roll-call 


vote. 

Missing from the package, how¬ 
ever, was extra funding for state 
and local governments staring 
down budget holes and desperate 
to avert furloughs and layoffs of 
workers needed to keep commu¬ 
nities running. 

Trump said that he was open 
to including fiscal relief for state 
and local government — Demo¬ 
crats had wanted such funding for 
the current bill — in a subsequent 
virus aid package, along with in¬ 
frastructure projects. 

At the White House, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin out¬ 
lined the contours of the next bill, 
which he said should include the 
president’s long-promised effort 
to rebuild roads, bridges and, es¬ 
pecially as Americans stay home, 
broadband. 

But facing Republican unease 
over the White House’s deal-mak¬ 
ing with Democrats, McConnell 
indicated that he is unwilling to 
engage in another round of nego¬ 
tiations on his own without call¬ 
ing senators back for a full vote. 

He welcomed the White House 
plans to start reopening the econ¬ 
omy, and signaled similar for 
Congress. 

“Unless we get our economy 
up and running again, there’s not 
any way we can spend enough to 
continue to prop up the country," 
McConnell said. 

The House planned to vote on 
a proposal to allow proxy voting 
during the pandemic, a first for 
Congress, which has required in- 
person business essentially since 
its founding. 

“The House must show the 
American people that we contin¬ 
ue to work hard on their behalf,” 
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D- 
Md., wrote to colleagues. 

Many lawmakers are wary of 
boarding airplanes to Washington 
and crowding back into cramped 
offices and meeting spaces. But 
the landmark rules change met 
with objections from conserva¬ 
tive Republicans. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK ROUNDUP 


Southern states 
largely go alone in 
reopening decisions 



Joel Martinez, The Monitor/AP 


Members of the Texas National Guard help to distribute food as lines of cars form at the Food Bank of 
the Rio Grande Valley on Tuesday in Pharr, Texas. 


Associated Press 

BATON ROUGE, La. — Gover¬ 
nors in 17 states have committed 
to regional coordination to reopen 
their economies during the coro- 
navirus outbreak — but none are 
in the South, where leaders are 
going it alone, just as they did in 
imposing restrictions. 

As questions about when and 
how to ease virus control mea¬ 
sures becomes increasingly po¬ 
litically charged, governors in 
the Deep South have resisted any 
appearance of synchronization, 
instead driving home their mes¬ 
sage that each state must make 
its own decision. 

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp 
plans to have many of his state’s 
businesses up and running again 
as soon as Friday. Fellow Repub¬ 
lican Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee 
announced that most businesses 
will begin resuming operations 
as soon as next week. 

Some other Republican leaders 
were taking smaller steps, like 
reopening their beaches. In the 
virus hot spot of Louisiana, Dem¬ 
ocratic Gov. John Bel Edwards 
was also taking a more cautious 
approach, announcing that he’ll 
first allow some non-emergency 
medical procedures to resume 
next week. 

Alabama 

MONTGOMERY — A group of 
protesters gathered outside the 
Alabama Capitol on Tuesday as 
Gov. Kay Ivey said that she in¬ 
tends to keep a stay-at-home order 
in place through April, striking 
a measured approach as some 
Southern states have pushed to 
quickly reopen. 

Ivey intends to keep a stay-at- 
home order active through April 
30 and will decide next week on 
what can reopen, saying that the 
decisions will be driven by data 
amid public safety concerns as 
the global pandemic continues. 

State Health Officer Scott Har¬ 
ris said that the state hasn’t quite 
met a White House recommenda¬ 
tion of 14 days of declining cases 
before proceeding to an addi¬ 
tional phase of reopening as the 
global pandemic continues. 

About 100 protesters gathered 
outside the Capitol on Tuesday for 
what was supposed to be a “driv¬ 
ing protest” around the complex 
to urge a reopening of the state. 
Drivers, carrying American 
flags and signs, circled the com¬ 
plex. Some demonstrators got out 
of their cars as Montgomery po¬ 
lice ticketed drivers for honking 
and closed the street in front of 
the Capitol. 

Alaska 

JUNEAU — Gov. Mike Dun- 
leavy’s administration announced 


plans to begin allowing the lim¬ 
ited reopening of restaurants, 
retail stores and other businesses 
this week that were shut down 
amid coronavirus concerns. 

Starting Friday, hair and nail 
salons, restaurants, retail outlets 
and some other businesses that 
fell under the category of nones¬ 
sential will be allowed to reopen, 
with limited services. Bars, the¬ 
aters, bowling alleys and bingo 
halls will not be allowed to re¬ 
open yet, the state’s health com¬ 
missioner, Adam Crum, said 
Tuesday. 

Under the plan, restaurants, 
which have been allowed to do 
takeout and deliveries, will be 
able to resume dine-in service. 
But restaurants will be limited to 
25% capacity inside, with 10 feet 
between tables and only house¬ 
hold members allowed at a table, 
Crum said. Limits will also be 
placed on outdoor seating. Crum 
said that the state will continue to 
encourage takeout options. 

Washington, D.C. 

Cybercriminals are taking ad¬ 
vantage of the pandemic, includ¬ 
ing hackers who target hospitals 
and medical research institutions 
that are studying the coronavi¬ 
rus, the head of the FBI’s cyber 
division said Tuesday. 

The FBI has received thou¬ 
sands of complaints regarding 
scams and frauds related to the 
virus, FBI Assistant Director 
Matt Gorham said in a statement 
responding to queries from The 
Associated Press. 

The FBI’s Internet Crime Com¬ 
plaint Center has received more 
than 3,600 complaints regarding 
coronavirus scams, he said. 

This uptick gives the FBI an 
additional set of investigations to 
tackle at a time when its agents 
are already busy trying to combat 
economic espionage and ward off 
election interference. 

The Justice Department has 
made it a priority to go after a 
broad variety of crimes related to 
the coronavirus outbreak, includ¬ 
ing cyber crimes. 

Florida 

GAINESVILLE — A county 
clerk’s office in north Florida is 
giving a second chance to cou¬ 
ples whose wedding plans were 
canceled or postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The Alachua County Clerk of 
Court office will host drive-thru 
wedding ceremonies outside the 
courthouse on the evening of 
April 30. 

The ceremonies are set to begin 
at 5 p.m., and anyone interested 
in participating is being asked 
to call for an appointment, the 
Gainesville Sun reported. The 
couples should arrive at the loca¬ 


tion about 15 minutes before their 
scheduled ceremony. 

The ceremony costs $30 and is 
payable by cash or credit card. 

Hawaii 

HILO — Daily arrests on Ha¬ 
waii’s Big Island have plunged 
33% since the governor issued a 
stay-at-home order because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the Ha¬ 
waii County Police Department 
said. 

Hawaii Police Chief Paul Fer¬ 
reira confirmed the decrease in 
arrests during the period after 
Democratic Gov. David Ige’s 
emergency proclamation took ef¬ 
fect March 25, The Hawaii Tri¬ 
bune-Herald reported Monday. 

The decrease has various ex¬ 
planations, including an expand¬ 
ed use of citations by officers to 
deal with some crimes, Ferreira 
said. 

Arrests for bench warrants 
would likely result in release and 
court dates later in the year, Fer¬ 
reira said. 

Idaho 

BOISE — The Idaho Endow¬ 
ment Fund that distributes money 
to public schools and other enti¬ 
ties lost $255 million and dropped 
nearly 11% in value in March due 
to the economic problems caused 
by the coronavirus, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Investments Manager Chris 
Anton told Republican Gov. Brad 
Little and other members of the 
Idaho Land Board that the fund 
is now worth about $2.1 billion, 
down over 15% since Jan. 1. 

Despite the drop in value, 
Anton said that the fund is in good 
shape and has enough reserves to 
make distributions to schools and 
other beneficiaries for at least 
five years. 

North Carolina 

RALEIGH — All North Caroli¬ 
na couples should again be able to 
marry before a local magistrate 
after worries over the spread of 
COVID-19 had led several coun¬ 
ties to halt such officiating. 


Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Cheri Beasley ordered this week 
that all counties resume perform¬ 
ing marriage ceremonies, but 
gave local court officials flexibil¬ 
ity in how and where to do them. 

Some officiating became more 
difficult in recent weeks as 
churches and other venues closed, 
the state judicial system said in 
a release. Couples came in with 
large numbers of witnesses that 
made social distancing difficult. 
So some courts stopped perform¬ 
ing marriages altogether. 

A local chief District Court 
judge can still order ceremony 
time and attendance restrictions, 
as well as require couples to make 
an appointment. 

Nevada 

CARSON CITY—Nevada Gov. 
Steve Sisolak announced Tuesday 
that he’s extending the closure of 
schools until the end of the school 
year and is not close to relaxing 
restrictions aimed to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

The Democratic governor and 
state experts said Tuesday that 
Nevada would take a gradual 
approach to easing business clo¬ 
sures and stay-at-home rules, 
without giving any expected date 
for how soon that might occur. 
Sisolak also said it was too soon 
to say whether schools would re¬ 
main closed for the start of the 
new school year in the fall. 

Nevada has had fewer cases 
and deaths than statistical mod¬ 
els had predicted, and it appears 
to be reaching a plateau. The 
number of people hospitalized 
with the disease has started to 
fall, Sisolak and officials said at a 
news conference in Carson City. 

But the state still needs to see 
at least a two-week trend of drops 
in the number of hospitaliza¬ 
tions and people testing positive 
for the disease before the state 
could start to inch open some 
restrictions. 

Pennsylvania 

HARRISBURG — Regions 
of Pennsylvania that have seen 
a relatively low number of con¬ 


firmed cases of the coronavirus 
might be able to reopen “in a 
fairly robust” way on May 8, Gov. 
Tom Wolf said Tuesday, shedding 
more light on his recovery road¬ 
map even as the state’s death toll 
rose sharply. 

State health officials recent¬ 
ly changed the way they count 
COVID-19 deaths, resulting in a 
near-doubling of the state’s death 
toll in just three days, from 836 
to more than 1,500. Many of the 
deaths occurred days or weeks 
ago, according to the Department 
of Health, and the number of new 
virus cases has trended down 
recently. 

Wolf, a Democrat, said that 
Pennsylvania has made sufficient 
progress to begin gradually re¬ 
opening some businesses in early 
May, depending on the avail¬ 
ability of widespread diagnostic 
testing and the capacity of the 
health care system. Republicans 
are pushing a more aggressive 
timetable. 

Utah 

SALT LAKE CITY—Utah will 
buy 200,000 treatments of malar¬ 
ia drugs widely touted by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump for treating 
the coronavirus despite warnings 
from doctors that the medications 
shouldn’t be used until more test¬ 
ing is done, state officials said 
Tuesday. 

The state will purchase the 
treatments that include hydroxy¬ 
chloroquine from a Utah-based 
compounding pharmacy called 
Meds in Motion, said Tom Hu- 
dachko, Utah Department of 
Health spokesman. The com¬ 
pany, which has been promoting 
use of the drugs along with sev¬ 
eral Republican state lawmakers 
since mid-March, was selected 
under emergency procurement 
rules that negates the usual bid 
process. 

The amount that Meds in Mo¬ 
tion will be paid hasn’t been fi¬ 
nalized because the contract is 
not done, Hudachko said. He es¬ 
timated that the cost will be in 
the millions, and said that about 
three-fourths of the cost would be 
covered by federal funds. 
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Change is a challenge 


Change is a challenge that the world sends to you 
Hoping to strengthen your roots, make you stronger 
But, don’t let these challenges discourage your growth 
Adversity thrives in a time of need 
The earth must excel with constant change 
Flowers grow in concrete parking lots 
Animals dine in dirty dumpsters 

i Water passes through tumbling towrf|SE 
The world continues through cycles 
Earthquakes, fires, tornados 
We must change 
for ourselves and 
in turn we will grow 
Excuses won’t fix the damage, 
and neither will blame 
nor jealousy 

Earth is billions of years old and 
hasn’t given up 
So why should you? 

Your feelings of anger, 
sadness, regret 
Are all valid—but, 
people will try to 
Shame, taught, 
ignore what you feel 
these feelings don’t define you 
Yet, how you battle them does 
You must think 
of the bigger picture 
How can you make the most of 
what life throws you? 

You can still make cake 
without any eggs 
There is no single recipe 
for success 

Yet, there’s only one way to fail 
And that’s to give up on yourself 
Change is natural and so 
are your feelings 
Nothing is forever, 
this pain will eventually pass 
And when it does, you won’t remember 
what hurt you 

You’ll remember how you dealt 
with your fears 
How you handled the hurt, 
treated the trials 
as ear ^ an{ * continue living 
as you always do 

You must adjust, adapt, and overcome 
The world has something in store for you 
|?®Wew opportunities, adventures, memories 
For everything that you lose 
will come back as a win 

It’s just a matter of time until you change the world 

- Kenneth Roedl 
Stuttgart High School, Germany 
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Celebrating Month of the Military Child 



I am a military child, which means every 
2 to 3 years we move or PCS. Sometimes 
it can be hard to move because we have 
to pack everything up and clean the house 
and leave friends, but now mostly all kids 
have a phone or some device to text or call 
each other. 

My family has moved all around the 
United States to Fort Bragg in North Caroli¬ 
na (I was bom there), Fort Belvoir in North¬ 
ern Virginia and JBLM in Washington(my 
brother was bom here and my dad was 
deployed at the time), and Fort Gordon 
in Georgia. Now my family is stationed at 
Camp Humphreys South Korea (where my 
mom is from originally). My favorite move 
was when we lived at Fort Gordon. I went to 
an off base school and played a lot of sports 
for the county, mostly tackle football. I had 
many friends at my old school. 

I hope to move back to Georgia after this 
assignment. Every time we move it takes a 
while to get to the other states, and other 
countries, like Korea. My life as a military 
child is pretty fun, because I experienced 
many different things like cities, people, 
and cultures. Now I think I can adapt easily 
to a new place or environment. I’m happy 
to be a military child and proud of my dad 
for serving in m the U.S. Army. 

- Brandon Uresk, 6th grade 






B eing a military child (or people call 
us military brats) has given me and 
my family lots of opportunities such 
as traveling to many different places. I think 
the best duty assignment for my family has 
probably been our time in Europe. Ve were 
stationed in Viesbaden, Germany, for four 
years. All the countries within Europe have 
pretty much open borders meaning I can 
go in and out freely for the most part. The 
countries are so dose that I can take a train, 
airplane or even drive to any of them. Ve 
did just that! Ve traveled all around Europe 
and it’s almost impossible to pick a favor¬ 
ite country. There are a few that were awe 
inspiring which made our four years there 
worthwhile. 

Vhen we went to Paris we got to stay 
in an apartment with two floors and a clear 
roof for a whole week. Ve got to see the 
sparkling Eiffd Tower in all its glory. It was 
so pretty and even better in real life then in 
the black and white photos of it that we have 
at home. 

Another memorable place was when we 
took a trip to Ireland. Vhen we took the trip 
we got to go with another family. Ve got to 
see the Cliffs of Moher which were huge and 
fascinating sea cliffs. Ve also got to kiss 
the Blarney stone ( by the way kissing the 
Blarney stone is not a good idea if you are 


a germaphobe) which legend says that if I 
do that I will be gifted with the gift of gab. 
By the way, if you didn’t already know the 
gift of gab is the ability to speak easily and 
confidently. 

Our time in Europe was a great and fun 
experience for my family. Ve were able to 
visit many wonderful countries, experience 
many lively cultures, and meet many friend¬ 
ly people. I will always remember the good 
times we had in Germany, and Europe all 
together. I don’t know where our next duty 
station will be, but I hope I will be able to 
visit Europe again one day. 

- Isabella Boshers, 6th grade 


B eing a military brat has a sort 
of warming chaotic essence. On 
one hand, we are always moving 
around and never stopping to rest. On the 
other hand, the people we are surrounded 
by always know what we are going through 
and will help us along the way. Millions of 
military brats have experienced this feeling 
of wanting a new adventure, but holding on 
to their memories of the places they’ve been 
and their experiences. 

Moving to Australia and Korea were both 
very unique and frustrating experiences. 
This was because when moving to Korea we 
had to deal with a language barrier, new 
culture and customs. Also, when moving to 
Australia we had to deal with moving into 
an apartment (new for us) and trying to 
understand the Australian’s accents. Our 
family traveled a lot in Australia and have 
seen more of It than the United States. Ve 
traveled all around Australia and all over 
New Zealand. But it doesn’t even compare 
to the amount of travel we have done while 
living in Korea! Ve have traveled all around 
Korea and Jeju, Thailand, Cambodia, Nepal, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, and last for now, Japan. 
From the two countries I have lived In 


overseas, I have learned that the countries 
have different customs and different be¬ 
haviors that are rude or not. For instance, in 
Korea it is not rude to burp, belch, or spit 
in public or to push past people, whereas in 
America it would be very rude. Also in Ko¬ 
rea, when handing something to someone, 
they always bow a little, hand it to you with 
their right hand out of respect, touch their 
elbow with their left hand, and are never 
short of being kind. In some Asian coun¬ 
tries it is rude to show people the bottom 
of your shoes, but as Americans we do not 
think twice about that. Australian customs 
are completely different because every day 
they stop their work to have “momos” and 
“arvos” which stand for morning and after¬ 
noon tea. Australians also abbreviate every¬ 
thing, like telephone Is “tellie” or breakfast 
is “brekky.” 

Living overseas is quite the experience 
that I think everybody should at least get 
a taste of, and although there are a few 
negatives and that it may be nerve racking, 
I think that the pros outweigh the cons. Af¬ 
ter almost three years living overseas there 
have been some frustrating parts but these 
are the years I am going to remember as an 
adult, not the times I sat on the couch and 
playing video games. To my fellow military 
brats, remember to always embrace the ex- 


-ElamDunton, 6th grade 


of put aside by me. I didn’t really 
think anything of It. It was just going to be 
moving to another house, except in an air¬ 
plane this time. At the time I had just been 
going to regular public schools that were not 
associated with DODEA. I didn’t even know 
what DODEA was up until quite recently. I 
wasn’t exactly excited to move, but it’s not 
like I could really do anything. Part of 


moving was that I was going to move away 
from friends, but I wasn't really sad about 
that. Ve could still always talk, due to tech¬ 
nology we have nowadays. 

Vhen the time finally came, I didn’t feel 
anything. It was just getting on a plane and 
getting a new house. Vhen we had finally 
gotten settled school had already started. 
School was pretty much how I expected it 
to be. It was still pretty much the same as 
regular schools, except for the nice buses. 
By the time the first week had ended I had 
found some people I could hang out with. 
School and homework was relatively easy to 
keep up with. Here I am now, just doing a 
homework assignment. Living In a military 
community wasn’t much different from life 
before. It was to go to school, do homework, 
and play games. Although it seems like it 
would be much different, it’s not. There’s 
my story, living in a military community, 
and It’s almost the same as living outside 
of one. 

- Daniel Vilson, 6th grade 

B eing a part of a military commu¬ 
nity It Is a gift because It means 
my dad works for the government 
and it provides everything like schools, PX, 
Commissary, and etc. I have a great school 
since I have lots of good friends and gives 
me a great education. If I wasn’t in the mili¬ 
tary community, I’d have to be in a Korean 
school, which makes me basically have no 
reason to use English and I would not have 
any American friends. Vhen I first was in 
Korea the first military base school I attend¬ 
ed was at Camp Humphreys then I moved to 
Daegu where I made lots of friends. After 
being in Daegu for 2 years, we are back at 
Humphreys. I’m enjoying my life right now 
because I’m seeing the old house I lived in 
when I was 1st grade, and seeing how things 
changed and stayed the same. 

- Darren Kim, 6th grade 


Have the BEST week of 
your life this summer! 


Join Club Beyond high school 
students for a week of 
adventure, laughter, 
friends and faith in Scotland! 


June 13-19 

for the following communities 

Baumholder 

Kaiserslautern 

Ramstein 

Spangdahlem 

Vicenza 


June 20-26 

for the following communities 

Ansbach 

Hohenfels 

Grafenwoehr/Vilseck 

Wiesbaden 

Stuttgart 



Each new community a teen arrives at, 
presents a new set of doors for a teen 
to walk through, and they never really 
know what is going to be on the other 
side of that door to a new school, a 
new house, a new locker room or a new 
auditorium. 

We want parents and teens to know 
that upon arriving at an installation 
with Club Beyond, they are going to 
walk through a door that welcomes 
them, cheers them on, provides 
friendship, fun and faith. 


Club 

Bcyn ii c 1 
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For Information contact: 
lnternational@clubbeyond.org 

Camp provided by: life 

Ini naf rial 


Club Beyond is a Non-Federat Entity. 

It is not part of the Department of Defense 
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I’ll miss you, best friend I have to 
move far away My three years are up 
I don’t like this place 
I don’t know anyone here 
This isn’t my home 

I found some new friends I’m starting to like 
this place But I still miss you 

- Monique Eloise Liquete 
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- Madeline Rodriguez 
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Collin Graniero 




Amanda Jaramillo 


Eiva_Maizano 


Madelyn Hebert 


Celebrating Month of the Military Chili 
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- Destiny Martinez 
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The life of a military child Three to four years in one 
place Says goodbye to friends and family Then moves 
to far away lands 

Meet new people then watch as they move away 
Like a dandelion in the wind 
The seeds blow away 
All around the world 
To never be seen again 
Military children are always on the move 
Like the seeds of a dandelion 

- Vincent Huber 





- Dominic Zagone 
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PGSing is cool Sometimes cruel It’s fun to 
explore What others adore 
Being a military child Can be rough and wild 
Give it some time 
And it will be fine 

You make new friends Have a new bond 
But in the end 
You move again 
Moving is sad 
But you explored 

Time to end your fun Now start again 

- Rebecca Rusinko 
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'You were on year second year 
Ske was on her third 
•Now Uptime toTCS 

"Hep on Uu: bird 

- Jaden love 


The life of a military child is really hard. We are always on the 
move and always lose friends. Sure you make new friends every 
time you move, but you are still leaving your old friends that 
you already made before. This happens to every single 
military child around the world. Kids are on the move 
and don’t have a choice of where their family goes or 
when their dad gets deployed to a war zone. Fathers 
and mothers everywhere are being called to arms to 
fight for their nation. But when they leave, their 
family is missing them, worrying for them. Kids 
are without their dads and moms and, moms 
and dads are without their kids. My 


7 ) 


father is in the military and is always 
away. I am proud of my father 
and his work. The other kids 
with military family members 
should be, too. 

- Israel Alvarez-Giron 
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By Jacob Hagstrom 

Special To The Washington Post 

A couple weeks ago, a White House 
official remarked that COVID-19 
made President Donald Trump 
a “wartime president,” and that 
the country now had a “clear battle plan.” 
Journalists across the political spectrum 
have displayed projections for COVID-19 
deaths alongside the historical death totals 
for United States service members in 20th- 
century conflicts; some have noted that the 
100,000 deaths projected (one of the more 
conservative estimates) would eclipse 
U.S. combat deaths in Korea and Vietnam 
combined. 

But however familiar to Americans, war 
is the wrong metaphor for our response to 
this pandemic. The comparison advances 
a misunderstanding of what war entails. 
Moreover, the use of military rhetoric 
may change the course of our response to 
this crisis in profoundly unhelpful ways. 
Because not only does war lead us to look 
for enemies and scapegoats, war solutions 
are directed from the top rather than re¬ 
sourced from local communities. 

For much of U.S. history, designating a 
conflict as a war required attendant ac¬ 
knowledgments by the state and its citizens: 
an initial declaration of war, together with 
a coherent end-state and a plan for with¬ 
drawal from abroad. Wars have required 
broad sacrifices from society, which may 
help to explain why declaring war required 
careful legislative oversight. 

But the United States has not fulfilled 
these conditions of legislative oversight or 
civilian sacrifice since World War II. Since 
then Congress has demurely authorized 
and funded the executive branch’s use of 
deadly force all over the world — from 
Korea to Vietnam to the Middle East. Since 
the United States has embarked on these 
“limited” wars, the idea in government has 
been to avoid asking Americans to sacri¬ 
fice for war: a booming military-industrial 
complex could produce guns and butter 
simultaneously. 

And so, since fewer and fewer Ameri¬ 
cans stand to lose from war, political elites 
may feel freer to use the language of war. 
In doing so, politicians stand to gain from 
the emotional currency of war without 


The Washington Post 

I n nearly 40 years of advocating for de¬ 
mocracy in Hong Kong, Martin Lee 
had never been arrested. That was 
no doubt due to his unyielding adher¬ 
ence to peaceful means of protest. It also 
reflected Hong Kong’s independent legal 
system and authorities understanding 
that persecuting this political icon would 
prompt a major backlash, both domesti¬ 
cally and internationally. 

It is thus a sign of these remarkable, 
pandemic-afflicted times, and of the de¬ 
termination of China’s Communist regime 
to exploit them, that on Saturday the now 
81-year-old Mr. Lee was detained, along 
with some 14 other prominent Hong Kong 
opposition politicians, lawyers and activ¬ 
ists. “I’m relieved and very proud to final¬ 
ly be listed as a defendant after seeing so 
many brilliant young people arrested and 
charged,” the undaunted campaigner said. 
“We’d be pursuing democracy together.” 

That pluck will be needed in the face of 
what seems to be a major new effort by 
the government of Xi Jinping and its pup¬ 
pet administration in Hong Kong to crush 
the pro-democracy movement, using the 


risking clout. But there are costs to label¬ 
ing any struggle as a war. 

War rhetoric can unite one group of peo¬ 
ple in the righteous slaughter of another 
group of people. Though rosy accounts 
frame war as a time of coming together, 
military history shows that support for a 
violent cause can unleash violence more 
broadly. In the 1970s, as historian Kathleen 
Belew shows, white nationalists confused 
refugees from Vietnam who had supported 
the United States with the former enemy. 

The 21st century’s War on Terror has 
had similar results. The “with us or against 
us” mentality not only justified seemingly 
endless war abroad, but helped create the 
conditions for violent attacks on Muslim 
and Sikh Americans at home and dis¬ 
criminatory surveillance by the state that 
undermined Americans’ civil liberties. In 
short, war unity is often superficial and 
exclusionary. 

Of course wars, like the current pandem¬ 
ic, have body counts. But military history 
reveals just how dangerous it is to discuss 
crises in terms of body count. In the con¬ 
text of the American war in Vietnam, for 
example, U.S. Cmdr. Gen. William West¬ 
moreland assured a visiting U.S. senator 
that he was killing the enemy at a rate of 10 
to one. The senator responded that Ameri¬ 
cans didn’t care about the 10; they cared 
only about the one. 

Among the many lessons that the Viet¬ 
nam War can teach us, surely one is that 
the numbers do not speak for themselves. 
In fact, the emphasis on a body count gave 
American soldiers an incentive to inflate 
the number of estimated enemy dead. 
In his memoir “What It Is Like to Go To 
War,” Marine Lt. Karl Marlantes railed 
against a system that fetishized numbers 
above common sense and decency. Shoot¬ 
ing at questionable targets and lying about 
the results of battle became routine. The 
body count proved unhelpful for assessing 
the reality of conditions in the field. Ulti¬ 
mately, the grim statistics came to be seen 
not as a predictor of victory, but merely 
as a measure of the vast difference in po¬ 
litical support for the war between North 
Vietnam and the United States. 

War requires targeting and then van¬ 
quishing an enemy through killing. But 


novel coronavirus outbreak as a cover. The 
spread of the disease already put an end to 
months of mass popular demonstrations 
that authorities had been unable to quell, 
even with mass police repression and more 
than 7,000 arrests. 

Rather than accept that respite, Mr. Xi 
has chosen to escalate. 

In January, he installed a hard-line ally, 
Luo Huining, as head of Beijing’s liaison 
office in Hong Kong; last week Mr. Luo 
delivered an inflammatory speech calling 
for the revival and passage of a package of 
security laws prohibiting acts of sedition, 
subversion or independence from China. 
The legislation was introduced and then 
withdrawn in 2003 in the face of mass 
protests. 

Now Mr. Xi appears determined to ram 
it through. 

That won’t be easy, even if the corona- 
virus keeps protesters off the streets. Pro¬ 
democracy politicians, including from the 
Democratic Party founded by Mr. Lee, 
hold a considerable number of seats in the 
Hong Kong legislature and have a chance 
of gaining more in elections scheduled for 
September. Which may explain Saturday’s 


overcoming pandemic disease must be 
driven by saving lives and recognizing our 
shared humanity. 

And yet, despite these differences, the 
wartime rhetoric and references to mili¬ 
tary history have only intensified. Accord¬ 
ing to President Trump, “There’s going 
to be a very, very deadly period, unfortu¬ 
nately .... I really believe we probably have 
never seen anything like these numbers, 
maybe during the war — a world war. A 
World War I or II or something.” He must 
have referred only to U.S. service mem¬ 
bers’ deaths, which were 116,000 for WWI 
and over 400,000 for World War II. Total 
military deaths in those two conflicts are 
over 20 million. But the death toll was far 
higher when we consider civilians. 

Trump’s language, which frames the 
death toll only in the number of American 
service members, is not just historically 
inaccurate. It advances a narrow-minded, 
nationalistic view of the past that under¬ 
mines our effort to fight against a disease 
that knows no boundaries. 

But this also demonstrates another sig¬ 
nificant problem with a wartime framing: 
military solutions in times of war come 
from the top, via orders, which subordi¬ 
nates obey more often out of fear than any¬ 
thing else. We may be better off seeking 
solutions that come from our local, organic 
networks rather than from above as orders 
from a would-be “wartime” commander 
in chief. Already we have seen individuals 
and communities rising to the challenge 
of COVID-19, accepting social distanc¬ 
ing guidelines, making meals available to 
schoolchildren and the homebound. 

Americans are very familiar with the 
language of war, of labeling enemies and 
trusting leaders to wage wars without 
oversight or accountability. The last time 
that we confronted a national emergency, 
one September morning a generation ago, 
we allowed our political leaders to label 
enemies and acts of war from the top with 
impunity. Let’s not make the same mis¬ 
takes again. The risks of COVID-19 are too 
great, and the challenges too distinct from 
the wars we wage, to embrace war meta¬ 
phors now. 

Hagstrom is completing his Ph.D. in military his¬ 
tory at Indiana University. He was an Army artil¬ 
lery officer from 2009-14. 


mass arrests: Those rounded up include 
one present and eight former legislators, 
along with the publisher of the pro-opposi¬ 
tion Apple Daily newspaper, Jimmy Lai. If 
they are convicted, they could be banned 
from future elections. Meanwhile, China’s 
minions are hinting at action against more 
sitting legislators they accuse of “mali¬ 
cious filibustering.” 

Preoccupation with the pandemic did 
not prevent international reaction to the 
crackdown: Both the Trump administra¬ 
tion and Britain issued critical statements, 
as did a bipartisan group of U.S. senators. 
They pointed out that the Xi regime was 
blatantly disregarding the “one country, 
two systems” principle under which China 
regained sovereignty over Hong Kong 
while guaranteeing the preservation of the 
rule of law and political freedoms until at 
least 2046. 

Beijing swiftly rejected the criticism, 
but it will have a harder time avoiding 
the blowback that likely would come from 
Hong Kong’s foreign investors or its al¬ 
ready aroused citizens — even if the latter 
must wait until the epidemic passes. 


China finds cover for Hong Kong repression 
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New owner to reopen 
Fat Boy restaurant 

ip BRUNSWICK — A 
I*I b landmark fast-food 
drive-in restaurant in Maine that 
was on the market for nearly a 
year and a half was sold. 

Longtime owners Jeanne and 
Ken Burton have been running 
the Fat Boy in Brunswick since 
the 1980s, taking over for Ken’s 
father. The business was sold to 
local restaurateur Mike Jerome, 
the Times Record reported. 

Jerome plans to open the res¬ 
taurant with a limited menu. Fat 
Boy is in a unique position to re¬ 
open during the COVID-19 pan¬ 
demic, he said, because a drive-in 
diner follows social distancing 
practices by design. 

Fat Boy grilled up its first burg¬ 
er in 1955, across the road from 
the former Brunswick Naval Air 
Station. 

Gym owner will fight 
charge for staying open 

WJt ROANOKE — The 
if r\ owner of a fitness cen¬ 
ter in Virginia said he will fight a 
misdemeanor charge that’s been 
filed against him for defying the 
state’s order for nonessential 
businesses to close. 

The Roanoke Times reported 
that Thomas Milton, owner of 
Titan Fit, was cited by Roanoke 
police. 

Gov. Ralph Northam’s order is 
in effect until May 8. It’s designed 
to protect against the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Greg Phillips, Milton’s attor¬ 
ney, signaled that Milton would 
argue the Northam exceeded his 
authority. He said that Titan Fit 
is following the same rules for so¬ 
cial distancing and cleaning that 
are set by businesses that have 
been allowed to remain open. 

Tornado throws portable 
building into pickup 

P| OCALA — A tornado 
r L touched down in north 
Florida on Monday, tossing a por¬ 
table building being hauled by a 
semitrailer into a nearby pickup 
truck, authorities said. 

The semi and pickup were both 
traveling south on 1-75 when the 
cyclone lifted the 36-foot struc¬ 
ture off a trailer and sent it fly¬ 
ing into the rear of the pickup, 
officials said. The small building 
continued over the northbound 
lanes and crashed into multiple 
pieces on a grassy shoulder. 

The pickup’s driver sustained 
minor injuries. 

Police: 4 street racers 
arrested in crackdown 

| PORTLAND — Port- 
am land police arrested 
four drivers as part of the latest 
crackdown on street racing. 

Kevin Garcia, Jaren Jacobsen 
and Mystar Russell were arrested 
on suspicion of reckless driving 
and reckless endangering, The 
Oregonian/OregonLive reported. 

A 17-year-old boy was also ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of reckless 
driving, police said. 

The arrests come as racers 
take advantage of reduced traffic 
amid the coronavirus pandemic, 



Photos by Martha Asencio Rhine, Tampa Bay (Fla.) Times/AP 


Unicorn sighting 


Corey Jurgensen, above, runs along a street in Tampa, Fla., wearing 
an inflatable unicorn costume, while Colton Smith, 2, left, watches 
from his front porch. Jurgensen has been wearing the 7-foot-tall 
costume during runs several times a week to cheer up others during 
this time of isolation but finds it therapeutic for herself as well to 
run through her Seminole Heights neighborhood wearing a silly 
costume. 


THE CENSUS 

g m The approximate number of animals the wolf population in 

T Washington state increased by in 2019, despite multiple lethal 

removals due to wolf-livestock conflict, the Washington Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife said. The agency estimated that the wolf 
population grew to an estimated 145 wolves in 26 packs. That 
compared to 126 wolves in 27 packs in 2018. It was the third straight year the 
growth rate for Washington’s wolf population was relatively low, according to the 
Center for Biological Diversity, a conservation group. 


and warmer weather. 

Police had announced plans to 
partner with other law enforce¬ 
ment agencies after weekend re¬ 
ports of dozens of racers blocking 
traffic and cars spinning circles 
across the Fremont Bridge. 

The effort in North and North¬ 
east Portland resulted in 12 traf¬ 
fic stops and two dozen citations 
— both for street racing and other 
illegal driving, police said. 

Police arrest driver 
sought in hit-and-run 

I MILLVILLE — A 
It 3 woman who authorities 
said purposely struck and seri¬ 
ously injured another woman 
with a car following a dispute at 
a southern New Jersey apartment 
complex last year was captured. 

Deszarae Hannah, 29, of Mil- 
ville faces numerous counts, in¬ 
cluding attempted homicide and 
aggravated assault, that stem 
from an April 23,2019, incident at 
the Oakview Apartments in Mill¬ 
ville. Authorities said she fought 
with a woman there that night 
and struck her over the head with 
a bottle, then later encountered 
the woman’s 24-year-old cousin 
in the complex’s parking lot. 

Hannah struck the cousin with 
a car, pinning her between two 


vehicles, authorities said. The 
cousin suffered a crushed pelvis 
and had to have a portion of her 
left leg amputated. 

Hannah drove off and later 
abandoned the car, removing the 
license plate and front bumper, 
authorities have said. 

Suspect arrested for 
explosive under vehicle 

«Af Ji SEATTLE —One per- 
flM son was arrested in 
Washington state for attempting 
to explode a device under a police 
vehicle. 

There were no injuries after 
a suspicious device was found 
underneath a Lynnwood Police 
Department pickup in the de¬ 
partment’s parking lot, KOMO- 
TV reported. 

The person suspected of leav¬ 


ing the device tried to drive away 
from the scene, police said. 

A police sergeant chased the 
suspect, who was then taken into 
custody, authorities said. 

Bomb squad technicians told 
Lynnwood police it appeared the 
person attempted to detonate the 
device, authorities said. 

Church steeple catches 
fire after lightning strike 

Qp CHARLESTON — A 
Charleston church was 
largely undamaged after an ap¬ 
parent lightning strike caused a 
fire in its steeple. 

WCIV-TV reported firefighters 
responded to smoke seen coming 
from the 100-foot steeple of Sec¬ 
ond Presbyterian Church. 

Witnesses in the area saw light¬ 
ning strike near the building 


about 20 minutes prior to the fire, 
officials said. After assessing the 
damage, investigators said it was 
consistent with a lightning strike. 

Senior Pastor Rev. Cress Dar¬ 
win said the church interior is 
undamaged. 

2 charged in connection 
with ATM fraud scheme 

m PROVIDENCE — Two 
men were charged with 
defrauding banks in Rhode Is¬ 
land and Massachusetts out of 
$150,000 through ATM skim¬ 
ming schemes, federal prosecu¬ 
tors in Rhode Island said. 

Rafael Pedro Dutra DaSilva, 
29, of Miami, and Guilherme 
Mendes Altafin, 28, of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, allegedly accessed ac¬ 
counts at nearly a dozen bank 
branches with the use of gift and 
credit cards activated with stolen 
personal identifying information, 
prosecutors said in a release. 

Altafin was ordered detained 
last week by U.S. District Court 
Magistrate Judge Lincoln Al¬ 
mond on bank fraud and access 
device fraud charges. 

DaSilva remains in custody in 
Massachusetts. 

From wire reports 
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Film adaptation of ‘Hunger Games’ prequel in the works 


Associated Press 

The next “Hunger Games” book is coming out next month, 
and a movie version is now being planned. 

Lionsgate is working on an adaptation of Suzanne Collins’ 
“The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes,” a prequel to her three 
“Hunger Games” novels that will be released May 19. Collins’ 
dystopian series has sold tens of millions copies worldwide and 
is the basis for four Lionsgate movies that earned nearly $3 
billion and starred Jennifer Lawrence as the heroine, Katniss 
Everdeen. 

For the new movie, Collins will serve as executive producer 
and write the film’s treatment. The screenplay will be by Mi¬ 
chael Arndt, one of the writers for the adaptation of “Catching 
Fire.” Francis Lawrence returns as director after making the 
three previous “Hunger Games” movies. Nina Jacobson will 
again produce, along with Brad Simpson. 


A movie deal has long seemed inevitable. When Collins’ book 
was announced last year, Lionsgate Motion Picture Group 
Chairman Joe Drake told the AP that the company had “been 
communicating with her during the writing process.” 

But with movie productions halted by the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic, no release date has been set and casting has not begun. 
The film will take place in Collins’ fictional Panem, and center 
on 18-year-old Coriolanus Snow, the future president, played in 
the earlier movies by Donald Sutherland. 

“Lionsgate has always been the cinematic home of ‘The Hun¬ 
ger Games,’ and I’m delighted to be returning to them with this 
new book,” Collins said in a statement Tuesday. “From the be¬ 
ginning, they have treated the source material with great re¬ 
spect, honoring the thematic and narrative elements of the story, 
and assembling an incredible team both in front of and behind 
the camera.” 


Dixie Chicks postpone release 
of first new album in 14 years 

Less than two weeks before the Dixie 
Chicks were scheduled to drop their first 
new album in 14 years, the band has de¬ 
cided to postpone the release date. 

In early March, the country music trio 
debuted their first new song since 2006, a 
scathing anthem called “Gaslighter” about 
an unrepentant liar. They announced that 
an album of the same name would be re¬ 
leased on May 1. But amid the COVID- 
19 pandemic, the group is delaying their 
plans. 

A statement on Tuesday confirming the 
postponement did not reveal a new date for 
the album, but said “additional details are 
forthcoming” and urged people to check 
the band’s social media accounts. 

While any popular band’s long-await¬ 
ed album sparks anticipation, the Dixie 
Chicks’ upcoming project has drawn extra 
attention considering their polarizing 
legacy. The last time they released new 
music was in May 2006 with “Taking the 
Long Way,” a candid response to the ca¬ 
reer-threatening backlash they received 
three years earlier when lead singer Nata¬ 
lie Maines criticized President George W. 
Bush on the eve of the Iraq War. 

“Taking the Long Way” dominated the 
2007 Grammy Awards and won album of 
the year. Afterward, Maines, along with 
sisters Martie Maguire and Emily Stray- 
er, took a long hiatus, as Maines released 
a rock album and Strayer and Maguire 
formed a duo, the Court Yard Hounds. In 
2016, the trio reunited for a tour and proved 
they could still sell out arenas around the 
world. 

Warner Bros, sends ‘Scoob!’ 
straight to streaming 

The animated Scooby-Doo film “Scoob!” 
will bypass theaters and premiere directly 
on digital platforms, Warner Bros, said 
Tuesday, making it the latest studio to ex¬ 
periment with an on-demand release dur¬ 
ing the pandemic shutdown. 

“Scoob!” had originally been set to open 
in theaters on May 15. But instead, on the 
same date, it will be available for a $20 dig¬ 
ital rental and $25 digital purchase. 

Warner Bros, joins Universal Pictures 
and the Walt Disney Co. in testing the video 
on demand waters while theaters remain 
shuttered and moviegoers are locked down 
at home. So far, the largest movies to make 
the movie have been family films. 

“Scoob!,” which features a voice cast 
including Will Forte, Gina Rodriguez, Zac 
Efron and Amanda Seyfried, follows how 
Scooby and Shaggy first met. 

Warner Bros, opted not to send “Scoob!” 
straight to its streaming service, HBO 
Max, even though the timing nearly lines 
up. HBO Max launches on May 27 and will 
be among the most expensive streaming 
services at $14.99 a month. 

Chip and Joanna Gaines’ 
network launch delayed 

Chip and Joanna Gaines’ Magnolia Net¬ 
work will be blooming late because of the 
coronavirus crisis. 

The network announced Tuesday that 
its planned October launch is being pushed 
back because of production delays related 
to the COVID-19 virus. A new debut date 
wasn’t immediately announced. 

Discovery Inc.’s DIY Network will be 
rebranded as the Magnolia Network when 
the joint venture with the husband-and- 
wife team’s Magnolia company launches. 

To tide viewers over, the DIY Network 
will air a special Sunday previewing some 
of Magnolia Network’s series and revisit¬ 
ing “Fixer Upper,” the HGTV renovation 
series that launched the Gaines’ TV ca¬ 
reers from Waco, Texas. 

From wire reports 




Heartfelt darkness 


Celebrity voices abound in Netflix’s animated 
version of children’s novel The Willoughbys’ 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

M aya Rudolph loves stories 
about unconventional fami¬ 
lies. It’s why her daughter 
brought Lois Lowry’s “The 
Willoughbys” to her attention well be¬ 
fore she knew that there was a planned 
film adaptation. The novel, from 2010, is 
a gently macabre Lemony Snicket-meets- 
Roald Dahl cocktail of terrible parents 
and quirky children who’d prefer to be rid 
of one another. 

“I knew right away once she told me 
about this strange family,” Rudolph said. 
“That always gets me. I like a strange 
family story.” 

So, Rudolph was especially excited to 
sign on to the animated film (now on Net- 
flix) in which she plays the cheery nanny 
to the four grossly neglected Willoughby 
children — the eldest of which, Tim, is 
voiced by her longtime friend and com¬ 
edy peer Will Forte. 

“Anytime that Maya is involved in 
something and I get a chance to be in it 
makes it a very easy answer,” Forte said. 

The cast is brimming with comedic 
talent. Ricky Gervais plays the narrator 
cat with his own wry flair; Terry Crews 
brings a gleeful energy as a Willy Wonka- 
like candy titan named Commander 
Melanoff; and Jane Krakowski and Mar¬ 
tin Short go delightfully over-the-top as 


parents who could not be more annoyed 
about that fact. 

Some, like Crews, Forte and Krakows¬ 
ki, had worked with director and co-writ- 
er Kris Pearn (“Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs 2”) before, but Krakowski 
had the added sell of getting to work with 
Short. 

“I think he’s a comic genius so it was an 
absolute pleasure to try to riff off of him 
in the vaudevillian way that the parents 
exist,” Krakowski said. 

Amid all the veterans is a newcomer 
to film: Singer-songwriter Alessia Cara, 
who voices the more adventurous middle 
Willoughby child, Jane. 

“I’m very camera shy,” said Cara, who 
also sings the original song “I Choose” 
in the film. “It was a perfect medium be¬ 
cause I got to act and showcase that side 
but at the same time not be on camera.” 

If the Lemony Snicket and Dahl com¬ 
parisons are any indication, “The Wil¬ 
loughbys” has a dark sense of humor. At 
one point, the starving and outcast chil¬ 
dren decide that the only way they’re 
going to be saved is to “orphan” them¬ 
selves. So, yes, they do hatch a plot to 
make sure their parents don’t come back 
from vacation. 

But take it from the parents in the cast: 
Younger viewers aren’t going to get any 
devious ideas. 

“The comedy is a bit twisted and yet 
funny,” Rudolph said. “There is actual 


Netflix photos 

Now on Netflix, “The Willoughbys” 
features the voices of (top, left to right) 
Will Forte, Sean Cullen, Alessia Cara and 
(above) Maya Rudolph, among others. 

heart combined with the most extreme 
characters.” 

Krakowski showed it to her 9-year-old 
son recently, as they’re navigating shel¬ 
tering in place and homeschooling like 
many other families across the country. 

“It was just wonderful to have some¬ 
thing fun and entertaining to watch and 
something new to watch at this time,” she 
said. “(And he) only came away with the 
most positive response. He took away that 
it was all about rainbows and a fun adven¬ 
ture and a talking cat.” 

Crews had a similar experience watch¬ 
ing it with his granddaughter in this time 
of extreme highs and lows. 

“I thought, this is the kind of movie we 
need right now,” he said. “Kids get a lot 
more than you give them credit for. They 
understand a lot more. They can handle a 
lot more than you think they can.” 

And it’s a visual feast as well with ani¬ 
mation that’s bursting with vibrant imagi¬ 
nation in every frame. 

“I would be fulfilled just watching it 
with the sound off,” said Forte. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Some restrictions eased, yet public still wary 



Gemunu Amarasinghe/AP 


Children try to maintain social distancing by standing at arm’s length as they wait in 
line to receive a free meal in Bangkok on Wednesday. Though some nations are easing 
virus restrictions, customers and workers remain guarded. 


By Frank Jordans 
and Elena Becatoros 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Small shops reopened 
Wednesday in Berlin as a few nations 
began easing coronavirus restrictions to 
restart their economies, but trepidation 
expressed by some workers and custom¬ 
ers indicated a return to normality is still 
a long way off. 

Restrictions were also being eased in 
Denmark and Austria. In France, long 
lines built up outside the few McDonald’s 
drive-thrus that started serving custom¬ 
ers again. In the U.S., some states were re¬ 
laxing restrictions amid vocal protests by 
those demanding to return to work. 

Although some virus hot spots like Italy, 
Spain and New York have seen a drop in 
daily death tolls and new hospitalizations, 
other areas are facing a resurgence of 
the coronavirus. Singapore, once a model 
of virus tracking and prevention, saw an 
explosion of new cases and announced 
Wednesday it would extend its lockdown 
into June. 

In California, health officials said two 
people with coronavirus died in the state 
weeks before the first reported U.S. death 
from the disease on Feb. 29 in the state of 
Washington. The development shows that 
COVID-19 had been circulating in the U.S. 
earlier than was previously thought. 

There has been growing impatience over 
virus-related shutdowns that have seen 
tens of millions of people lose their jobs. 
But even in areas where businesses were 
allowed to open, some were hesitant. 

Galina Hooge, who opened her small 
Berlin toy store for the first time in over a 
month, welcomed the change but remained 
wary. 

“Of course I’m happy that I can open 
again and we can keep our heads above 
water,” she said. Government aid had cov¬ 
ered the store’s rent and bills, and Hooge 
said she felt relatively secure thanks to 
Germany’s universal health insurance and 
strong social safety net. 

But she worried that some Germans still 


aren’t taking the outbreak seriously. 

“Relaxing the rules doesn’t mean that 
everything is over. It’s not over by a long 
stretch,” she said. 

Serbia reopened open-air food markets 
Wednesday, with vendors wearing masks 
and gloves, along with shops selling tech¬ 
nical goods and bookstores. Authorities 
also shortened a daily curfew by one hour 
and allowed people over 65 to go for a walk 
three times a week. 

Serbia’s elderly had been ordered in¬ 
doors for over a month. The country has 
reported 6,890 infections and 130 deaths. 

Across the Atlantic in Savannah, Ga., 
where Gov. Brian Kemp announced that 
gyms and salons can reopen this week, 


gym owner Mark Lebos said it would be 
professional negligence to do so right now. 

“We are not going to be a vector of death 
and suffering,” he said. 

In California, Santa Clara County offi¬ 
cials said two people who died at home on 
Feb. 6 and Feb. 17 tested positive for the 
virus, according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

The pandemic has infected over 2.5 mil¬ 
lion people and killed more than 178,000 
around the world, including more than 
45,000 in the U.S., according to a tally by 
Johns Hopkins University. Health authori¬ 
ties have warned the crisis is far from over 
and that relaxing stay-at-home orders too 
quickly could enable the virus to come 


surging back. 

Spain, one of the world’s worst-hit coun¬ 
tries, is getting ready to allow children out 
of their homes next week for the first time 
in nearly six weeks. The country’s death 
toll reached 21,717, behind only the Unit¬ 
ed States and Italy, after 435 more deaths 
were reported Wednesday. Spain has over 
208,000 confirmed infections. 

Both numbers reflect the plateauing of 
the nation’s outbreak over recent days as a 
result of Spain’s strict home confinement 
rules. 

In another hopeful sign, a large make¬ 
shift morgue at a Madrid ice rink was 
closing as the daily toll dropped under 
500 deaths from a high of 950 three weeks 
ago. 

But Singapore, which had been praised 
for its swift response and meticulous trac¬ 
ing of contacts in the early stage of the out¬ 
break, was grappling with an explosion of 
cases in foreign worker dorms that were 
largely overlooked earlier. The tiny city- 
state’s infections surged to 10,141 after 
it reported 1,016 new cases Wednesday, 
maintaining its position as the worst-hit 
nation in Southeast Asia. 

In Pakistan, doctors urged the country’s 
religious clerics and prime minister to 
reverse a decision to leave mosques open 
during the Muslim fasting month of Rama¬ 
dan, warning it could result in an explosion 
of COVID-19 cases. Large gatherings will 
only increase infections and overwhelm 
the health care system that has less than 
3,000 acute care beds for 220 million 
people, said Dr. Qaiser Sajjad, chief of the 
Pakistan Medical Association. 

India partially eased one of the world’s 
strictest lockdowns this week, but health 
officials fear a surge in cases. 

The country is planning to use wrist¬ 
bands fitted with a contact-tracing app, Ar- 
ogya Setu, to help people identify their risk 
of infection. The wristband aims to counter 
the vast manpower needed to try to track 
the contacts of coronavirus patients among 
the country’s 1.3 billion people. Officials 
said it is likely to be rolled out in May. 
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ACROSS 

1 Thaw 
5 Chignon 
8 Actress Fisher 

12 Sharif of 
“Funny Girl” 

13 Chou En- 

14 Epidermis 

15 “Rent” role 

16 Wall St. wheeler- 
dealer 

17 Pro votes 

18 Gets up 
20 Spill the 

beans 

22 Crunchy sweet- 
and-salty 
snack 

26 More confident 

29 Actor Harrison 

30 Noon, on a 
sundial 

31 Coup d’— 

32 More, to Manuel 

33 Suffix with 
song or gab 

34 Shred 

35 Mas’ mates 

36 Relaxes 

37 Cornet-like brass 
instrument 

40 Tidy 

41 Orison 
45 TV clown 

47 Tolkien creature 

49 Ripped 

50 Regretted 

51 Scottish river 

52 Victor’s cry 

53 Anger 

4-23 



DOWN 

1 May honorees 

2 Send forth 

3 Tibetan monk 

4 Bauble 

5 Explosion 

6 Former 
Mideast org. 

7 Small bites 

8 Sir — Newton 

9 Luxury stadium 
locales 

10 Fib 

11 Reply (Abbr.) 

19 Aachen article 
21 Superman 
foe Luthor 

23 Dumpster filler 

24 Get up 

Answer to 


25 Little lice 

26 Feudal slave 

27 Gas co., for one 

28 Grimm 
character 
who let her 
hair down 

32 Soda fountain 
orders 

33 Enthusiast 

35 Shell game 
item 

36 Blunder 

38 Crystal-lined 
stone 

39 Chose 

42 Caterwaul 

43 Buffalo’s 
county 

44 Nevada city 

45 “It’s c-c-cold!” 

46 Gigi’s “yes” 

48 Opposite 

of paleo- 
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M O T H E R C 


CRYPTOQUIP 


O U N T R Y 


BRNB FEFG-BFWOFMFX PHI 

MFNUUI UCGPQ JCM WCMF 

OMFQQHMF ZG RZQ UZJF. RF 

ZQ QBNMEFX JCM BFGQZCG. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AN UNETHICAL 
DOCTOR JUST LIED UNDER OATH CONCERNING 
AN OPERATION HE DID. IT’S SURGERY PERJURY. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals V 
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SCOREBOARD/OLYMPICS/SPORTS BRIEFS 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


* 


Deals 


Tuesday’s transactions 


BASKETBALL 

Women’s National Basketball Association 
NEW YORK LIBERTY - Waived G Brit¬ 
tany Boyd. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 
DETROIT LIONS - Re-signed CB’s Mike 
Ford and Dee Virgin. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Waived DE Jona¬ 
than Ledbetter. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Traded TE 
Rob Gronkowski to the Tampa Bay Buc¬ 
caneers. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with CB Tye Smith on a one-year ci— 


HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
MONTREAL CANADIENS - Signed G 
Vasili Demchenko to a one-year con¬ 
tract. 


Pro basketball 


NBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 46 18 .719 - 

Boston 43 21 .672 3 

Philadelphia 39 26 .600 7V4 

Brooklyn 30 34 .469 16 

New York 21 45 .318 26 

Southeast Division 

Miami 41 24 .631 - 

Orlando 30 35 .462 11 

Washington 24 40 .375 I6V2 

Charlotte 23 42 .354 18 

Atlanta 20 47 .299 22 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 53 12 .815 - 

Indiana 39 26 .600 14 

Chicago 22 43 .338 31 

Detroit 20 46 .303 33'/2 

Cleveland 19 46 .292 34 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 40 24 .625 - 

Dallas 40 27 .597 IV 2 

Memphis 32 33 .492 8 Y 2 

New Orleans 28 36 .438 12 

San Antonio 27 36 .429 UV 2 

Northwest Division 

Denver 43 22 .662 - 

Utah 41 23 .641 l'/z 

Oklahoma City 40 24 .625 2'/2 

Portland 29 37 .439 14'/2 

Minnesota 19 45 .297 23Vz 

Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 49 14 .778 - 

L.A. Clippers 44 20 .688 5'/2 

Sacramento 28 36 .438 21Vi 

Phoenix 26 39 .400 24 

Golden State 15 50 .231 35 

All games postponed at least until 
mid-May. 


Pro hockey 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

70 44 14 12 100 227 174 

70 43 21 6 92 245 195 


69 35 26 

71 31 31 

69 30 31 

71 25 34 


81 238 227 

8 78 231 228 

9 71 212 221 

8 68 195 217 

12 62 191 243 

' 39 145 267 


71 17 

Metropolitan Division 

Washington 69 41 20 8 90 240 215 

Philadefphia 69 41 21 7 89 232 196 

Pittsburgh 69 40 23 6 86 224 196 

Carolina 68 38 25 5 81 222 193 

Columbus 70 33 22 15 81 180 187 

N.Y. Islanders 68 35 23 10 80 192 193 

N.Y. Rangers 70 37 28 5 79 234 222 

New Jersey 69 28 29 12 68 189 230 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

71 42 19 10 94 225 193 

70 42 20 8 92 237 191 

69 37 24 

71 37 *" 


St. Louis 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Edmonton 

Calgary 

Vancouver 

Arizona 

Anaheim 


69 35 26 8 

69 35 27 7 

70 32 30 8 

Pacific Division 

71 39 24 8 

71 37 25 9 


Los Angeles 70 29 35 6 

San Jose ” 


82 180 177 
80 216 203 

78 215 217 

77 220 220 
72 212 218 

86 227 211 

83 225 217 

79 210 215 

78 228 217 
74 195 187 
67 187 226 
64 178 212 
63 182 226 


US0PC braces for cuts of up to 20% 


CEO says no games would be ‘devastating’ 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 



Evan Vucci/AP 


A letter by United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee CEO 
Sarah Hirshland said the organization is bracing for cuts of 10% to 
20% at the end of May because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 


DENVER — The U.S. Olym¬ 
pic and Paralympic Committee 
is bracing for cuts of up to 20% 
because of the coronavirus pan¬ 
demic and warning that a cancel¬ 
lation of the Tokyo Games would 
be “devastating” to athletes and 
the organization. 

The Associated Press received 
a copy of a letter CEO Sarah 
Hirshland sent to leaders across 
the U.S. Olympic world Tuesday, 
in which she said cuts of 10 to 20% 
are “necessary to balance both 
the current delay in revenue and 
anticipated decline” that’s ex¬ 
pected over the coming years. 

The letter was accompanied 
by a Q&A that dealt with the pos¬ 
sibility that the Olympics, now 
scheduled to start a year late, in 
July 2021, could be canceled al¬ 
together if the coronavirus isn’t 
curtailed by then. 

“We have to fully understand 
what that possibility would mean 
for our organization, so we cer¬ 
tainly have considered it and 
evaluated it,” the note said. “The 
impact of cancellation would be 
devastating to our athletes, first 
and foremost, but also to our fi¬ 
nancial health and stability. We 
would survive such a scenario, 
but the impact would be severe.” 

Though job cuts or pay reduc¬ 
tions appear likely among the 
500-person staff, many based 


at the headquarters in Colo¬ 
rado Springs, the Q&A said “we 
will look at broader program, 
services and personnel-related 
costs before we consider cuts or 
furloughs.” 

Hirshland said decisions will 
be made by the end of May. 

Most of the 50 USOPC-affiliated 
sports organizations were already 
hurting, and can also expect to 
see shortfalls in the amounts they 
receive from the federation in the 
form of grants and other funds 
that support athletes. 

“Rather than attempting a sim¬ 
ple across-the-board reduction, 
we will make strategic decisions 
based on the resources needed 
to continue mission-critical pro¬ 
grams, services and functions,” 
Hirshland wrote, while also tell¬ 
ing staff that she has taken a 20% 
pay cut and the rest of the execu¬ 
tive team has taken 10% pay cuts 
through at least the end of the 
year. 

The USOPC’s budget runs on 
four-year cycles, and the biggest 
splash of money comes in dur¬ 
ing the year of a Summer Olym¬ 
pics, when TV payouts across the 
Olympic world are at their peak. 
The federation, for instance, 
brought in $195 million more in 
2016 than in 2015 for total rev¬ 
enue of $336 million. 

Should the Olympics go on as 
now planned, in 2021, the TV 
money will still arrive, but a year 
late. But the delay could have a 


negative impact on a marketing 
agreement the USOPC cut with 
organizers of the LA 2028 Olym¬ 
pics, which was supposed to start 
next year. Virtually all Olym- 
pic-style marketing deals set for 
2021 will need to be altered while 
many that were set to expire in 
2020 could be extended. 

Meanwhile, a full cancellation 
of the games would throw the 
USOPC into uncharted territory. 
It could include having to tap into 
the $200 million U.S. Olympic 
Endowment, a fund borne out of 
the surplus from the 1984 Games 
in Los Angeles. 

“We need to retain the ability 
to deal with things getting signifi¬ 


cantly more difficult, for example 
if there were a cancellation of the 
Tokyo Games,” the Q&A said in 
response to a question about why 
the USOPC isn’t using the endow¬ 
ment money now. 

National governing bodies al¬ 
ready have taken a big hit, with 
USA Cycling and USA Track 
and Field among those making 
staffing cuts, and USA Rugby fil¬ 
ing for bankruptcy. A survey of 
the NGBs estimated they would 
endure $121 million in lost rev¬ 
enue between February and June 
— the result of canceled events, 
declining membership and re¬ 
ductions in other revenue-gener¬ 
ating operations. 


Briefly 

FIFA: Support of women’s game will continue 


Associated Press 

Soccer’s international governing body says 
it will maintain funding for women’s soccer 
despite concerns about the impact of the coro¬ 
navirus pandemic. 

Following the Women’s World Cup last year, 
FIFA President Gianni Infantino pledged to 
invest $1 billion in the women’s game over the 
next four years. 

“In line with the FIFA Women’s Football 
Strategy and FIFA’s long-term vision for the 
development of women’s football, this funding 
will be invested into a range of areas in the 
women’s game including competitions, capac¬ 
ity building, development programs, gover¬ 
nance and leadership, professionalization and 
technical programs,” FIFA said in a statement 
provided Tuesday to The Associated Press. 

Federer suggests merging 
men’s, women’s tennis tours 

Roger Federer raised the prospect of merg¬ 
ing the governing bodies that oversee the 
men’s and women’s professional tennis tours 
on Wednesday. 

The 20-time Grand Slam champion began a 
string of posts on Twitter by saying the shut¬ 
down of tennis because of the coronavirus 
outbreak has given the sport an ideal oppor¬ 
tunity to assess its future. 

“Am I the only one thinking that now is the 
time for men’s and women’s tennis to be unit¬ 


ed and come together as one?” Federer wrote, 
sparking an initial flurry of replies on the so¬ 
cial media platform. 

The professional era in tennis started in 
1968, and the ATP was founded in 1972 and 
has run the men’s game since. The WTA was 
founded by Billie Jean King in 1973, uniting 
the women’s professional game into one tour. 

Olympic track and field trials 
moved to June 2021 

INDIANAPOLIS — USA Track and Field 
has rescheduled its Olympic trials for June 18- 
27,2021, at Hayward Field in Eugene, Ore. 

The national governing body for track an¬ 
nounced the new dates Tuesday in the wake 
of the coronavirus pandemic postponing the 
Tokyo Olympics to 2021. 

NCAA: Players ejected for 
targeting can stay on sidelines 

INDIANAPOLIS — Players ejected from 
football games for targeting will be allowed to 
remain on the sidelines, the NCAA announced 
Tuesday. 

The Playing Rules Oversight Panel ap¬ 
proved the rules change no longer requiring 
players to head to the locker room after tar¬ 
geting is confirmed. All other aspects of the 
rule discouraging above-the-shoulders con¬ 
tact remain the same. 

The panel also approved a pace-of-play 


guideline for instant replay officials to com¬ 
plete video reviews in less than two minutes. 

Harvin plans NFL comeback 
4 years after his last game 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Percy Harvin is 
planning an NFL comeback nearly four years 
after his last game. 

The former Florida star and first-round 
draft pick by Minnesota in 2009 expects to 
get invited to a training camp this season and 
show his 32-year-old body still has what it 
takes to be an elite playmaker. 

“It’s destiny,” Harvin told The Associated 
Press on Wednesday. “There’s always been 
something to stop me coming back. But things 
started slowly leading back to football and the 
desire started coming back.” 

Buffalo men’s basketball 
placed on one-year probation 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The University at Buf¬ 
falo men’s basketball team has been placed on 
one-year probation and agreed to other NCAA 
sanctions after a former assistant coach was 
found to have forged recruiting documents. 

The decision was announced by the NCAA 
and the Mid-American Conference school as 
part of a negotiated resolution reached Tues¬ 
day. The school said it self-reported the in¬ 
fractions in October and cooperated with the 
NCAA investigation. 
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BASEBALL 


Source: Minors 
prepared to trim 
40 MLB affiliates 



photos by Lee Jin-man/AP 


Above: Photographers and a TV camera crew near empty seats during Tuesday's preseason game 
between the Doosan Bears and LG Twins in Seoul, South Korea. South Korea’s professional baseball 
league will begin its new season on May 5, initially without fans. Below: First-base umpire Lee Gye-sung 
wears a mask as a precaution during the game. 

South Korean baseball season 
will open May 5 without fans 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
South Korean baseball league an¬ 
nounced it will start its delayed 
season on May 5, and wasted no 
time getting preseason games 
going. 

It was a distinctly quiet start on 
Tuesday to two weeks of exhibi¬ 
tion games and training for the 
10 teams of the top-flight Korean 
Baseball Organization, with no 
fans allowed in the stadiums. 

In one of the five games on 
Tuesday, the LG Twins beat the 
defending Korean Series champi¬ 
on Doosan Bears 5-2 in an echo¬ 
ing stadium in Seoul, with more 
than 20,000 empty seats. 

Umpires wore masks and 
gloves, and some coaches and 
team staff wore masks in the 
dugouts. Some of the players and 
a coach wore messages on their 
caps that read “Corona 19 Out.” 

The initial preseason from 
March 14-24 and opening day, 
originally scheduled for March 
28, were pushed back because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, which 
has virtually shut down top-level 



sports around the world. 

The KBO’s decision to restart 
comes with a catch, though. Fans 
will only be able to see early reg¬ 
ular-season games on TV. League 
organizers are planning to gradu¬ 
ally open the games to fans once 
they’re assured the threats of 
COVID-19 are largely reduced. 

Kim Kwang-hwan, head of 
marketing for the LG Twins, said 
any playing conditions were bet¬ 
ter than not playing at all, noting 
that there would have to be some 
quick fine-tuning with the season 
“only 15 days away.” 

“I think athletes perform better 
in practice games against other 
teams than they do in intrasquad 
scrimmages,” Kim said. “Al¬ 


though it will start with crowd¬ 
less games, they will be able to 
show good performances to fans 
and also will be happy to play in 
front of them once the coronavi¬ 
rus crisis is past us.” 

All photographers and live TV 
cameras were positioned in seats 
normally used by regular specta¬ 
tors, away from the dugout, for 
the Twins-Doosan Bears game. 
Anyone who entered the stadium 
had their temperature checked. 

South Korean news agency Yon- 
hap reported that both managers, 
Ryu Joong-il for the Twins and 
Kim Tae-hyoung for the Bears, 
filled their lineups with regulars, 
with the Bears’ former MVP-win¬ 
ning slugger Kim Jae-hwan being 
the only notable absence. 

The league plans to maintain a 
144-game regular-season sched¬ 
ule, but it has scrapped its all- 
star game and shortened the first 
round of the playoffs from best- 
of-five to a best-of-three series. 

South Korea on Tuesday re¬ 
ported nine new infections of the 
coronavirus and one more death, 
bringing its totals to 10,683 cases 
and 237 deaths. 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The minor 
leagues are prepared to agree to 
Major League Baseball’s propos¬ 
al to cut guaranteed affiliations 
from 160 to 120 next year, a per¬ 
son familiar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press, a plan 
that would impact hundreds of 
prospects and cut player develop¬ 
ment expenses. 

The person spoke Tuesday on 
condition of anonymity because 
no announcements were autho¬ 
rized. The development was first 
reported by Baseball America. 

An electronic negotiat¬ 
ing session was scheduled for 
Wednesday. 

In informal talks, parties have 
discussed the possibility of a 
radical overhaul in which MLB 
would take over many of the du¬ 
ties of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues, 
the minor league governing body, 
another person familiar with the 
negotiations said. 

Instead of franchise affilia¬ 
tions, there would be licensing 
agreements similar to those of 
hotel chains, that person said. 
MLB would then sell sponsor¬ 
ship, licensing and media rights, a 
switch that may lead to decreased 
overhead and increased revenue. 

“There have been no agree¬ 
ments on contraction or any other 
issues,” the National Association 
said in a statement Tuesday, add¬ 
ing it “looks forward to continu¬ 
ing the good-faith negotiations 
with MLB tomorrow.” 

In talks to replace the Profes¬ 
sional Baseball Agreement that 
expires after the 2020 season, 
MLB last year proposed cutting 
42 affiliates, including Double- 
A teams in Binghamton, N.Y., 
and Erie, Pa., along with Chat¬ 
tanooga and Jackson, Tenn. The 
plan would eliminate affiliations 


for the 28 teams from four Class 
A Short Season and Rookie Ad¬ 
vanced leagues that do not play at 
spring training complexes. 

MLB said in a statement it looks 
forward to “continuing our dis¬ 
cussion about how we can jointly 
modernize player development 
and continue to have baseball in 
every community where it is cur¬ 
rently being played.” 

Under MLB’s proposal, each 
franchise would have four full- 
season farm teams, a rookie level 
club at its minor league complex 
and prospects in the Dominican 
Summer League. Some franchis¬ 
es would be cutting their U.S.- 
based affiliates from seven to 
five. Which teams would lose af¬ 
filiations is subject to negotiation. 

The National Association lob¬ 
bied Congress as it fought MLB’s 
plan. But the COVID-19 pandemic 
changed the dynamic and sapped 
minor league teams of revenue 
and willingness to fight. Some 
teams have trimmed expenses 
with layoffs and furloughs. 

Opening day in the majors, 
slated for March 26, has been 
pushed back indefinitely; the 
commissioner’s office and play¬ 
ers’ association have discussed 
the possibility of playing in empty 
ballparks. 

Without big broadcast con¬ 
tracts, the minors don’t appear to 
have that type of option and are 
less likely to play this year. MLB 
refused the minors’ request to 
extend the PBA for a year, both 
people said. 

Now the minors are prepared 
to accept MLB’s concept with 
some modifications, the people 
said. The Double-A and Class A 
teams targeted to lose their affili¬ 
ations by MLB could be granted 
provisional licenses if their big 
league club wants to retain the 
farm team and there is a pros¬ 
pect of a new ballpark or stadium 
improvements, one of the people 


Source: A-Rod, J-Lo retain JP Morgan in bid for Mets 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Alex Rodriguez, once 
again, wants to be like Derek Jeter. 

A-Rod and Jennifer Lopez, who are en¬ 
gaged, have retained J.R Morgan to repre¬ 
sent them in raising capital for a possible 
bid for the New York Mets. The move was 
first reported by Variety and confirmed to 
The Associated Press by a person familiar 
with the decision who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because it was not announced. 

A three-time AL MVP, Rodriguez re¬ 
tired in August 2016 with 698 home runs, 
a .295 average and 2,086 RBIs in 22 years. 
He was suspended for the 2014 season for 
violations of Major League Baseball’s drug 


agreement and labor contract. 

A-Rod, now 44 years old, earned about 
$448 million as a player. The 14-time All- 
Star started his career with Seattle, signed 
a record contract with Texas in December 
2000, and then moved from shortstop to 
third base when he was traded from the 
Rangers to the New York Yankees ahead of 
the 2004 season. 

Jeter, the Yankees captain and short¬ 
stop, retired after the 2014 season and was 
elected to baseball’s Hall of Fame in Janu¬ 
ary. He became CEO of the Miami Mar¬ 
lins as part of the team’s sale from Jeffrey 
Loria to a group headed by Bruce Sherman 
in October 2017. 

The Mets’ ownership is headed by Fred 
Wilpon, brother-in-law Saul Katz and Jeff 


Wilpon’s son Jeff, the team’s chief operat¬ 
ing officer. The team said Dec. 4 it was ne¬ 
gotiating an agreement with Steve Cohen. 
The hedge fund manager bought an 8% 
limited partnership stake in 2012 for $40 
million. The deal under discussion would 
have seen him acquire an 80% controlling 
share in a transaction that values the team 
at $2.6 billion, and the Wilpons would have 
remained in place for five years. 

The sides announced the deal’s collapse 
on Feb. 6, and the Mets owners said they 
intended to find a new buyer. Allen & Co. 
represents the Mets owners. 

Given the drop in equities prices caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the next few 
months figure to be a difficult time to raise 
money for a bid. 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Jennifer Lopez and Alex Rodriguez have 
retained J.R Morgan to represent them 
in raising capital for a possible bid for the 
New York Mets. 
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Charles Krupa/AP 

Former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, and tight end Rob Gronkowski, right, are 
both in Tampa Bay. Gronkowski came out of retirement to agree to a trade to play for the Buccaneers. 


Gronkowski, Brady reunited 

Buccaneers pair former Patriots by trading fourth-round pick for TE 


Rob has played his entire career 
alongside Tom Brady, and their 
accomplishments speak for themselves. ’ 

Jason Licht 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers general manager 


By Fred Goodall 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Four-time All 
Pro tight end Rob Gronkowski is 
back in the NFL, reunited with 
quarterback Tom Brady. 

Brady’s new team, the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, completed a 
trade for the retired New Eng¬ 
land star, sending a fourth-round 
pick in this week’s draft — No. 
139 overall — to the Patriots for 
Gronkowski and a seventh-round 
selection (No. 241). 

“Rob Gronkowski is one of the 
best tight ends in NFL history and 
he plays the game with the type of 
passion and desire that sets him 
apart,” Bucs general manager 
Jason Licht said. 

“Rob has played his entire ca¬ 
reer alongside Tom Brady, and 
their accomplishments speak for 
themselves. Together they have 
developed the type of chemistry 
on and off the field that is crucial 
to success,” Licht added. “Rob 
combines elite-level skills as both 
a receiver and blocker, but what 
really makes him special is the 
fact that he’s a proven winner 
who brings that championship 
mindset and work ethic.” 

Brady, a six-time Super Bowl 
champion with the Patriots, 
signed a two-year, $50 million 
contract with the Bucs in free 
agency last month. 

Gronkowski was one of the 
league’s most dominant tight 
ends when he walked away from 
the game in March 2019. He was 
part of teams that won nine divi¬ 
sion titles, appeared in eight AFC 
championship games and won 
three NFL titles in nine seasons. 

Gronkowski, who turns 31 on 
May 14, has one year left on his 
contract at $10 million. 


“He will honor his current con¬ 
tract at this time,” agent Drew 
Rosenhaus said. 

In addition to 521 receptions for 
7,861 yards and 79 touchdowns in 
115 regular-season games, the 
five-time Pro Bowl selection has 
81 catches for 1,163 yards and 12 
TDs in 16 playoff games. 

Even before adding Gronkows¬ 
ki, the tight end position was 
considered one of Tampa Bay’s 
biggest strengths, with O. J. How¬ 
ard and Cameron Brate teaming 
with Pro Bowl receivers Mike 
Evans and Chris Godwin to form 
the best collection of targets 
Brady has had to work with in 
more than a decade. 

The Bucs are coming off a 7- 
9 finish and missed the playoffs 
for the 12th consecutive season. 
They haven’t won a postseason 
game since the franchise’s only 
Super Bowl championship run 18 
years ago. 

Brady played in nine Super 
Bowls in 20 seasons with the Pa¬ 
triots, who appeared in 13 AFC 
championship games and won 
17 division titles while the three¬ 
time league MVP was their pri¬ 
mary starting quarterback. 

A few days after signing with 
the Bucs in free agency, Brady 
said not only was he impressed 
with a talented young roster 
Tampa Bay has assembled in re¬ 
cent years but what he sensed is a 


commitment to do whatever nec¬ 
essary to be successful. 

“I don’t want to get into every 
process to the decision I was 
making at the time, but there 
were a lot of things that really 
were intriguing to me about the 
organization — the players, and 
the coaches and the willingness 
of everyone to try to accomplish 
what the goal of playing football 
is, which is to win,” the four-time 
Super Bowl MVP said. 

“I’m going to try to do every¬ 
thing I can in my position, and in 
what I am responsible for to make 
it happen,” Brady added. “I’ve 
got to trust that everyone else is 
doing the exact same thing. That 
part is no different from what I’ve 
experienced in 20 years of my 
own role.” 

Gronkowski was an All-Pro in 
2011, 2014, 2015 and 2017. He had 
43 receptions for 682 yards and 
three TDs in 2018, his final sea¬ 
son with the Patriots. 

Without his favorite target, 
Brady had one of his worst non¬ 
injury seasons last year, throwing 
for 4,057 yards with 24 TDs vs. 
eight interceptions. 

The Patriots, nevertheless, 
won 12 games and extended their 
string of consecutive playoff ap¬ 
pearances to 11 before a sput¬ 
tering offense contributed to a 
first-round loss to the Tennessee 
Titans. 


Mahomes, Chiefs eye 
record deal after draft 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. —Leigh 
Steinberg’s focus this week is 
rightfully on the three-day NFL 
Draft, where new clients such as 
Alabama quarterback Tua Tago- 
vailoa and teammate Jerry Jeudy 
will learn where they will begin 
their professional careers. 

It won’t be long before Stein¬ 
berg’s attention is back on his 
most high-profile client. 

After leading the Kansas City 
Chiefs to their first Super Bowl 
championship in five decades, 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes is 
eligible to sign a contract exten¬ 
sion this offseason. 

And while there is no hurry 
given the fact that Mahomes is 
entering just his fourth season in 
the league — and the Chiefs could 
simply pick up his fifth-year op¬ 
tion — the reality is both sides are 
eager to come to terms on what 
could be a record-setting deal. 

“We’re not even worried about 
it at this point,” Steinberg said. 
“He is preparing for next season 
and it’ll work out how it works 
out.” 

That sounds reasonable. But 
for both sides, the benefits of get¬ 
ting a deal done this offseason far 
outweigh any benefits of kicking 
the negotiations down the road. 

For the Chiefs, who have been 
bumping up against the salary 
cap, they would gain some cost 
certainty going forward. Ma¬ 
homes is due to make just $2.7 
million this season as part of his 
rookie contract, but that num¬ 


ber will rise dramatically once a 
deal gets signed. Just how much 
would help the organization plan 
for what it hopes is a Patriots-like 
dynasty. 

For the record-setting quar¬ 
terback and his representatives, 
_ the exten- 



quarterback sneak during a game 
against Denver? 

It sent shivers down the spines 
of Chiefs general manager Brett 
Veach and coach Andy Reid, but 
also Steinberg and his team, who 
no doubt would prefer a deal gets 
done before Mahomes risks in¬ 
jury again. 

“Pat and his agent, Chris 
(Cabot) and Leigh, they know Pat 
is a priority. Pat isn’t going any¬ 
where,” Veach said. “Pat is going 
to be here a long time. I can never 
sit here and speak in definitives, 
so I can’t say that the fifth-year 
won’t be an option or anything 
like that. It would be hard for me 
to see that we’d have to use that. 
We feel that it’s a priority and 
when you have a great player, 
and that great player is a priority, 
things get done.” 


GM: Vikings’ losses are 
natural roster evolution 


By Dave Campbell 

Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The NFL 
salary cap, that powerful and 
perpetual roster purger, forced 
the Minnesota Vikings to dump 
more than a half-dozen starters 
this offseason. 

For a team that has not had a 
losing record in six years, and 
three months ago reached the 
divisional round of the playoffs, 
there is a lot riding on this draft. 

With coaches, scouts and exec¬ 
utives all sequestered at home fol¬ 
lowing the COVID-19 outbreak, 
general manager Rick Spielman 
will lean hard on the continu¬ 
ity that has been established in 
football operations over the past 
decade-plus. 

“We’ve prepared just as hard 
for other drafts as we have for 
this draft. The difference is that a 
lot of these guys that we’re bring¬ 
ing in are going to have to prob¬ 
ably contribute and play for us 
next year as we fill some holes on 
our roster,” Spielman said. “The 
one thing I do know is that the 
strength of this coaching staff is 
the development of these young 
players.” 

Defensive end Everson Griffen, 
defensive tackle Linval Joseph 


and cornerbacks Xavier Rhodes, 
Trae Waynes and Mackensie Al¬ 
exander have all departed from 
Minnesota’s most common defen¬ 
sive lineup. 

Some of the leading candidates 
to replace them have come from 
recent drafts, such as cornerback 
Mike Hughes, defensive end If- 
eadi Odenigbo, and defensive 
tackle Jaleel Johnson, but others 
will put on a purple jersey for the 
first time whenever restrictions 
are lifted and that first practice 
is held. 

“We’ve had that group together 
for almost six years,” Spielman 
said. “So it’s just a natural evolu¬ 
tion of a roster. But knowing this 
draft board and the depth of this 
draft, especially at some posi¬ 
tions of need, we feel not only in 
that first round but throughout 
the draft we’ll get guys who will 
be able to come in and contribute 
right away.” 

The Vikings have five of the 
top 105 picks, including the 22nd 
overall selection in the first round 
from Buffalo. That’s part of the 
package Spielman received in 
March for trading dissatisfied 
wide receiver Stefon Diggs. The 
Vikings also netted extra picks 
from the Bills in the fifth and six 
rounds. 
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NFL DRAFT 


SEC poised to break own 
mark for lst-round picks 



Darryl Webb/A P 


Arizona State’s Eno Benjamin slips the tackle of Arizona’s Colin 
Schooler on Nov. 30 in Tempe, Ariz. Five NFL prospects, including 
Benjamin, are featured in a Panini America documentary series that 
chronicles their paths to the NFL. 

5 prospects benefit 
from documentary 



Vasha Hunt/AP 


Offensive lineman Jedrick Wills Jr., left, could be one of four Alabama 
offensive players drafted in the first 15 picks. Wills allowed one 
sack in 39 college games, playing exclusively at right tackle. 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

NFL prospects hoping to dazzle 
scouts at pro timing days or win 
over general managers and coach¬ 
es during team visits in advance 
of the draft were forced to rely on 
videoconferencing because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Teams were unable to poke and 
prod them or perform the usual 
deep dives into the prospects’ 
backgrounds to help them build 
their draft boards. 

So teams are relying more 
on college game tape than ever 
before. 

A fortunate few, however, are 
sharing their stories through 
slick social media presentations 
thanks to a connection with Pa¬ 
nini America, the trading card 
partner of the NFL, NFLPA and 
Collegiate. 

What began as a documentary 
series following five NFL Draft 
hopefuls through their journey 
from college to the pros took on 
greater importance when the 
COVID-19 outbreak torpedoed 
the usual evaluations that take 
place between the scouting com¬ 
bine in late February and the 
NFL Draft on Thursday. 

“Being able to have them get 
my name out there and share my 
story — knowing not many have 
the same opportunity — is a great 
feeling,” said Arizona State run¬ 
ning back Eno Benjamin. “Pm 
grateful for that relationship.” 

The refocused “docu-series” 
also chronicles the paths of Utah 
State quarterback Jordan Love, 
Georgia running back De’Andre 
Swift and wide receivers Jerry 
Jeudy of Alabama and Antonio 
Gandy-Golden of Liberty. 

“We’ve had to audible quite a 
bit,” said Jason Howarth, vice 
president of marketing for Pa¬ 
nini America. He said the origi¬ 
nal plan was to chronicle the five 
prospects’ journeys from the com¬ 
bine to draft night and arrival in 
the NFL, followed by the NFLPA 
Rookie Premier, the company’s 
annual photo shoot in May, which 
also has been canceled. 


NFL Draft order 

1. Cincinnati 

2. Washington 

3. Detroit 

4. NY Giants 

5. Miami 

6. LA Chargers 

7. Carolina 

8. Arizona 

9. Jacksonville 

10. Cleveland 

11. NY Jets 

12. Las Vegas 

13. San Francisco (from Indianapolis) 

14. Tampa Bay 

15. Denver 

16. Atlanta 

17. Dallas 

18. Miami (from Pittsburgh) 

19. Las Vegas (from Chicago) 

20. Jacksonville (from LA Rams) 

21. Philadelphia 

22. Minnesota (from Buffalo) 

23. New England 

24. New Orleans 

25. Minnesota 

26. Miami (from Houston) 

27. Seattle 

28. Baltimore 

29. Tennessee 

30. Green Bay 

31. San Francisco 

32. Kansas City 


“But our goal all along was to re¬ 
ally tell the stories of five players 
in a compelling and meaningful 
way that showed and spotlighted 
who these players were,” How¬ 
arth said. 

That hasn’t changed. 

Each of their first episodes 
morphed from their combine 
experience into something much 
more, Howarth said. 

“We chose these five players 
because of the unique stories they 
have to tell and how their journey 
has shaped them,” Howarth said. 
“While the coronavirus pandem¬ 
ic has now changed that journey 
and was not part of the initial 
plan, we know how important it 
is for these players to share who 
they are beyond just their game 
tape and we hope this series helps 
convey that.” 

The “Road to Rated Rookie” 
documentary series gives a be¬ 
hind-the-scenes look into how 
NFL hopefuls dealt with the un¬ 
certainty caused by the coronavi¬ 
rus outbreak. 

Each of the five prospects share 
their “Road to Rated Rookie” 
videos exclusively on their own 
social media platforms — Insta- 
gram, Facebook and Twitter. 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — The 
Southeastern Conference is ex¬ 
pected to shatter two of its own 
NFL Draft records. 

The football powerhouse could 
have as many as 16 players select¬ 
ed in the opening round Thurs¬ 
day night, a number that would 
top the previous mark of 12 the 
league set in 2013 and matched 
in 2017. The SEC also could break 
its record of total players drafted 
(64) set a year ago. 

The SEC’s most promising crop 
to date is flush with players from 
Alabama and LSU, and includes 
the reigning Heisman Trophy 
winner and next-level starters 
— maybe even stars — at nearly 
every position. 

“I think we’re all aware of that 
and aware that’s not going to stop 
anytime soon in terms of how 
strong the conference is,” said At¬ 
lanta Falcons coach Dan Quinn, 
who spent two years (2011-12) as 
an assistant at Florida. “Every¬ 
body talks about the whole Power 
Five in general. The fun part in 
scouting, they may get a lot in 
terms of the first-day stuff, but 
there are guys from all over.... 

“The SEC may lead the way 
early, but there will be good 
players selected in a bunch of 
rounds.” 

No doubt. But could the heavy¬ 
weight league really have as 
many players drafted in the first 
round as the rest of college foot¬ 
ball combined? 


Many people involved in the 
draft believe 13 players from the 
SEC are locks to be drafted in 
Thursday’s first round, starting 
with top overall pick Joe Burrow, 
the Heisman winner from LSU. 

He’ll be followed closely by 
Alabama quarterback Tua Ta- 
govailoa and Auburn defensive 
tackle Derrick Brown. 

“You could very easily make 
an argument he’s the third-best 
player in this draft,” ESPN draft 
analyst Mel Kiper Jr. said of 
Brown. 

Three other members of the 
Tide’s offense, wide receivers 
Jerry Jeudy and Henry Ruggs 


and tackle Jedrick Wills, could be 
drafted in the first 15 picks. 

Burrow’s teammates might not 
be selected as high, but Burrow’s 
favorite target, Justin Jefferson, 
is in the same tier as Alabama’s 
receivers, and edge rusher 
K’Lavon Chaisson, cornerback 
Kristian Fulton ,and linebacker 
Patrick Queen are among the top 
prospects at their positions. 

“They have so many guys 
there,” ESPN draft analyst Todd 
McShay said of LSU. “Clearly, as 
a national championship team, 
they’ve got a lot of talent.” 

AP sports writer Charles Odum in 
Atlanta contributed. 


Value: NBA pioneered ‘positionless’ players 


FROM BACK PAGE 

as athleticism and rule changes revolutionized play. 
That blurred traditional positions and produced a 
more exciting style of play in which today’s centers 
are yesterday’s forwards, if not sharp-shooting 7- 
footers running the floor. 

“We use the phrase in scouting, we talk about 
‘positionless’ players, and that’s where it’s headed, 
where you’re not going to be labeling these guys 
anymore as a receiver or running back. No, they’re 
offensive weapons,” Jeremiah said. 

He pointed to the likes of Austin Ekeler and Mc¬ 
Caffrey, running backs whose hands are as fabulous 
as their feet, and to 49ers wideout Deebo Samuel, 
who averaged a jaw-dropping 17 yards per carry in 
the playoffs, including three runs for 53 yards in the 
Super Bowl. 

“We saw a skill in Deebo, not only in being a tra¬ 
ditional receiver but also just a guy who you want 
the ball in his hands,” 49ers GM John Lynch said. 
“I think perhaps part of the trickle up that has come 
from the colleges and such has opened a lot of peo¬ 
ple’s minds up to being creative.” 

Added Jeremiah: “That’s where the value is. And 
then defensively, you’ve got to find a way to match 
up with those.” 

Enter the likes of Chargers safety Derwin James 
and Clemson’s Simmons, players whose versatility, 
Jeremiah said, “allows you to keep your guys on the 
field and not get manipulated where they can sub, 
get you in a look, crank the tempo, isolate the guy 
that’s out of position and go at him.” 


Defenders such as Simmons, LSU’s Patrick 
Queen, Wisconsin’s Zack Baun and Oklahoma’s 
Kenneth Murray won’t be labeled as linebackers 
anymore but as hybrids for their ability to rush the 
passer, cover the deep ball and mirror tight ends 
and running backs. 

“It allows you to disguise your looks defensively, 
allows you to confuse quarterbacks and allows you 
to match up with the athletes you’re going to see,” 
Jeremiah said. “So those guys have never been 
more valuable. 

“And one of the conversations that I’ve had over 
the last few years and really even more so this year 
is with the linebackers. It doesn’t matter if you are 
an unbelievably instinctive player and you’re tough 
and you’re physical. If you cannot run, they can’t 
hide you anymore. You’re going to get exposed. At 
that position you have to lean toward athleticism.” 

Teams also covet nimble behemoths who can play 
up and down the line and defensive backs who can 
play all over the field. 

“It used to be the 6-4 receiver was always outside 
and the 5-9 guy always had to be in the slot,” said 
Mark Dominik, SiriusXM NFL Radio host and for¬ 
mer Buccaneers general manager. “Now, coaches 
are like, ‘Let’s put the 6-4 receiver inside at the slot 
and let’s see if we can find mismatches that way.’ ” 

The value of the versatile player really hit home 
for Dominik when McCaffrey, the only player in his¬ 
tory with 2,500 yards receiving and rushing in his 
first three NFL seasons, signed a four-year, $64 mil¬ 
lion contract. It made him the game’s highest-paid 
running back “all because of his versatility.” 



















Richard Shiro/ AP 
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SPORTS 


He’s back! 


Gronkowski comes out of retirement, 
joins Brady in Tampa Bay » nfl, Page 22 


Clemson’s Isaiah Simmons and 
several players in the draft won’t be 
labeled as linebackers anymore but 
as hybrids for their ability to rush 
the passer, cover the deep ball and 
mirror tight ends and running backs 


NFL DRAFT 


Pursuing 

flexibility 


Teams value versatile players 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

T he NFL is embracing dexterity 
for the first time since the 1960s, 
when expanded rosters and the 
age of specialization ushered 
out the last of the great two-way 
players such as Chuck Bednarik and Les 
Richter. 

For much of the last half-century, play¬ 
ers who didn’t fit the mold were essentially 
taunted as “tweeners.” Now, they’re hailed 
as hybrids. 

Panthers star running back Christian Mc¬ 


Caffrey is handsomely compensated for his 
versatility, and Clemson star safety Isaiah 
Simmons is highly coveted for his all-pur¬ 
pose potential. 

“Everybody’s looking for people who can 
play multiple positions or do multiple things,” 
said long-time talent evaluation expert Gil 
Brandt, a Pro Football Hall of Famer. 

Versatility has become its own specialty. 

“It’s never been more important,” NFL 
Draft analyst Daniel Jeremiah said. 

Jeremiah sees the NFL following the same 
path the NBA took over the last decade or so 
SEE VALUE ON PAGE 23 


Inside: Southeastern Conference poised to break own record for number of players taken in first round, Page 23 


TO OUR READERS 


As the sports world pauses to join the rest of the world in fighting the coronavirus pandemic, you will 
see fewer sports stories in Stars and Stripes. We look forward to resuming our normal coverage when 
the leagues and governing bodies determine it is safe for athletes and fans to return to competition. 















